
A Time to Give 
 

The days of giving and receiving gifts are approaching like reindeer with hooves aflame. Turkeys and 

hams and other such richness will soon be eaten and eaten and eaten some more. After all, we seem to 

prefer to send things to the waistline rather than to the waist can, as if those were our only two options. It 

seems that we have, by habit, become rather comfortable and cozy with our abundance. In doing so, we 

may actually be growing more malnourished and impoverished regardless of what society or the mirror 

might reflect. This is not a pleasant picture. It is, however, an authentic problem facing an affluent church. 

It cautions me to reevaluate my life and the blessings that come with the holiday season.      

 

My wife and I have been blessed in many ways this year. Our greatest blessing was the October birth of 

our first son. We were already blessed with two daughters—ages three and two—yet our cup overflows. 

As these little blessings become bigger blessings, we are beginning to hit the stage when everything in 

eyeshot becomes a question. You who are parents are familiar with the what’s and why’s that populate a 

child’s vocabulary like so many flashing lights on the Christmas tree. The never-ending questions can test 

our patience, but sometimes those questions really need to be asked. Occasionally, they demand to be 

answered.  

 

I am not a child anymore, but thinking about the holidays has generated some questions that demand to 

be answered. Consider the following questions for Christians like you and me who seem to have so much 

and yet may be more like the Laodiceans of Revelation 3 than we would like to think. 

 

What might happen if, instead of accumulating wealth for ourselves like the fool in Luke 12, we gave our 

gifts away? Would God be glorified in that?   

 

What might happen if we quit inviting only our friends, relatives, and rich neighbors to our festivities? 

Would the Lord dare seat himself at a table with the poor, the wounded, and the outcast? The Lord loves 

the people about whom the world is apathetic. In Luke 14, Jesus tells us to make room for such people. If 

God had not practiced what He preached, we would have no place in His house—much less the place of 

honor He reserves for the humble!  

 

What might happen if we rejoiced in our God-given mission to reach out in hospitality to those less 

blessed? What if we hungered for the opportunity to feed the hungry? What if we wept for the chance to 

touch the broken-hearted? Would God not bless us with more opportunities to minister in His name?  

 

What would happen to our lives if God treated us the same way that we treat the rest of His creation? 

Would He make room for us at His banquet table? Would He share out of His abundance? Or are we too 

rich and cozy to worry about answering such questions? 

 

It is time to live like Christ and discipline ourselves through the virtues of generosity, hospitality, and 

selfless living. The holidays, however, are not the only time that we should live like Jesus. We cannot 

afford to retire this kind of righteousness when we take down the tinsel and discard the tree; rather, this 

kind of righteousness must be tended and watered and given every chance to grow and mature into 

fruitfulness. God loves and blesses us, but He demands that His blessings be used daily to populate His 

kingdom. Every day of our lives is a time to give.   

 

 

Patrick Barber 

Searcy, Arkansas 

October 27, 2008 

278-6893 


