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Encountering Jesus 
Lesson 11 
 
 

Mary and Martha Encounter Jesus 
Luke 10:38-42 

 

Briefly discuss if anyone has had any ministry opportunities since last week’s discussion.  Remember 
that we were each supposed to find a way to encourage and support someone in need. 

 

Key Themes to Discuss: 

1. choosing what is best 

2. prioritizing based on our choices 

 

Suggested Outline: 

1. Explain that we will be looking at the episode in Luke 10:38-42 that describes an encounter 
two ladies from Bethany had with Jesus. 

2. We know Martha and Mary are from Bethany thanks to John 11:1. 

3. Read verses 38-40 out loud. 

4. We can probably envision this episode!  Here’s Martha who’s invited Jesus over, and while she 
frantically tries to prepare a meal, her sister sits there soaking up Jesus.  Martha’s doing all 
the work while Mary has all the fun.  We can imagine that scenario, and we can understand 
Martha’s frustration, can’t we. 

Q How would you have felt if you were in Martha’s position? 

Q What possible reasons might Mary have had for not helping out? 

5. Read verses 41-42 to see Jesus’ response. 

Q What point was Jesus trying to get across? 

Q What did Jesus mean by saying that “Mary has chosen the good part?” 

Q As Christians today, what would qualify as “the good part?”  What should our highest 
priorities be? 

Q Is it possible for us to get so caught up in “good things” that we neglect to give proper 
attention to the “best things?” 

� Let’s share some examples from our own lives. 

� What lessons have we learned by having improper priorities?  

6. There are all sorts of things that make it difficult for us to get our priorities in order. 

Q What are some things in our lives that are getting in the way of the “best things?” 

Q What changes do we need to make right away so that we can put Jesus’ will first in our 
own lives? 

7. After taking time to share ideas and/or needs with one another, devote time to prayer.  Try 
to find ways to help one another be accountable regarding the changes that we need to make.  

 

Closing: 

1. Announce next week’s topic and text.  (Rich Young Ruler: Luke 18:18-27) 

2. Remind people to continuing praying for one another throughout the week. 


