
Lesson 11: Service 
The Importance of Putting Others First 

 
Prayer Requests 

Prayer 

Song:  “Lord, Make Me a Servant” or “Give Me the Heart of a Servant” 

 
 
“Stewardship” Follow-up: 

1. Last week, we discussed how everything we are and have belongs to God, and that God 
expects us to view our role in life as stewards rather than as owners. 

2. We shared ways that we think God expects us to bless others through our gifts/talents/etc. 
even though we are not currently using our gifts in those ways.  Has anyone tried to make 
an improvement in this area? 

3. The idea of blessing others is the purpose of this week’s topic: service. 

 
 
Group Thoughts:  “Service” 

4. The idea of service is counter-cultural for most of us.  Our culture is more enamored with 
power and celebrity, but first-century Christians lived in a similar society.  So why do you 
think Christians spend so much time talking about service? 

5. What do you do to serve people around you?  Consider the different roles you fill. 

a. Most of us have many roles in life: child, spouse, parent, grandparent, friend, sibling, 
neighbor, co-worker, stranger, etc.. 

b. Consider how each of these roles gives you a unique opportunity to serve others! 

c. In which role do you find it easiest to serve?  Why?   

d. In which role do you find it hardest to serve?  Why? 

6. We sometimes might think that service is only significant if it we’re serving in a big, public 
way.  That kind of thinking, however, is more impacted by the world than by Scripture. 

a. In what ways and in what settings did Jesus serve? 

i. What can we learn from His example? 

b. Can you share an example of service that you’ve seen that has impressed, 
encouraged, or motivated you? 

c. Again, service doesn’t have to be spectacular in order to be significant.  See what 
Jesus taught in Matthew 25:31-46. 

i. Even small, ordinary acts of service are important—we might even say that 
they are essential to godliness! 

7. What is our motivation for serving? 

a. We should not serve in order to receive praise and acclaim. 

i. See what Jesus said in Matthew 6:1-4.  This applies to service, doesn’t it? 

b. We should serve out of the knowledge that it is God we are serving. 

i. See what Paul says in Ephesians 6:1-8. 

8. Are we better at talking about service or about being servants? 

a. How are we going to mature into Christ-like servants? 



b. Let’s think again about the roles we fill in life, and let’s all try to share at least one 
new way that we will try to serve through one of our roles. 

c. Let’s also take some time to discuss a group service project.  We were encouraged 
at the beginning of our small group study to consider doing a group service project.  
What could we do as a group?  What needs do we know of?  What would Jesus 
suggest if He was in our group (Is Jesus in our group?)  

 

Training Schedule: 

9. Sit down in the next few days and think again about the roles you fill.  Consider how each 
role presents an opportunity for unique service.  If we want to find fullness in life, we have 
to learn that what our mothers told us was true: “It is better to give than to receive.”  And if 
we want to be more like Jesus, then we have to humble ourselves and become servants.  
But, just like the other disciplines we’ve discussed, we won’t become better servants by 
accident.  We must give it thought, prayer, and disciplined application. 

 

Participatory Prayer: 

10. Please divide into your gender groups and pray for one another.    

 

Please turn in your attendance to Karolyn tomorrow. 

(office@wschurch.net; 268-2951)  

 

Please follow up with people who are absent from your group.  If 
they know that they are missed, they are unlikely to miss again. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
(Facilitators and hosts, thank you so much for your great service in these small groups!) 


