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Encountering Jesus 
Lesson 12 
 

A Rich Young Ruler Encounters Jesus 
Mark 10:17-27 

 

Tonight’s encounter involves some similar themes to those we discussed in earlier lessons.  It may 
give us an opportunity to recall earlier lessons about priorities and leaving everything to follows 
Jesus.  We may want to examine whether or not the commitments we made following those lessons 
are bearing any fruit in our lives. 

 

Key Themes to Discuss: 

1. giving our whole selves to God 

2. the power of God 

 

Suggested Outline: 

1. Explain that we will be looking at the episode in Mark 10:17-27 that describes an encounter 
between a rich young ruler and Jesus.  We know he was rich from Luke 18:18, and we know 
he was young from Matt. 19:22. 

2. Read Mark 10:17-27 out loud. 

3. Instead of beginning with my questions, you might want to ask, “What lessons do you see in 
this story that we should apply to our own lives?”   

4. Not everyone who questioned Jesus during His earthly ministry was sincere. 

Q But what do you think about this man?  Do you think he was sincere?  Why or why not? 

5. The parallel accounts in Matthew and Luke leave out the information that Mark provides in 
the first part of verse 21. 

Q Have any of you ever looked at Jesus’ statements here as a reprimand or a rebuke?  Do 
you still think it is?  Why or why not? 

Q How would you summarize Jesus’ commands to this rich man? 

Q How does that command (v. 21) apply to us today?  Are we to apply it literally?  If so, how? 

6. The ruler’s problem seems to have been greed.   

Q What are some things we are having trouble giving up for God? 

Q What specific steps can you and I take to become more wholly committed to God? 

7. Some people have tried to interpret verse 25 by saying there was a “needle’s-eye gate” going 
into Jerusalem that was too small for large animals.  They claim that a camel could fit 
through, but it had to really squeeeeeeze to make it.  There was no such gate.  That isn’t at 
all what Jesus is referring to here.  He is using imagery of a massive animal going through the 
eye of a sewing needle.  It really is impossible for us to accomplish it without causing 
incredible bodily harm to the camel!   

Q So, what is Jesus’ point in vv. 25-27? 

Q How does this apply to the choices we make and the way we live now? 

8. After taking time to share ideas and/or needs with one another, devote your time to prayer.  

 

Closing: 

1. Announce next week’s topic and text.  

2. Remember to call in your attendance numbers to Karolyn (268-2951) tomorrow! 


