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Encountering Jesus 
Lesson 13 
 

Zaccheus Encounters Jesus 

Luke 19:1-10 

 

 

Key Themes to Discuss: 

1. going wherever necessary to seek and save the lost 

2. repentance involves making restitution 

 

Suggested Outline: 

1. Explain that we will be looking at the episode in Luke 19:1-10 that describes an encounter 
between Zaccheus and Jesus.   

2. Read Luke 19:1-10 out loud. 

3. Remind the group that tax collectors in first century Judea were notoriously corrupt.  They 
frequently extorted citizens by forcing more taxes from them than was actually required. 

4. Jesus noticed Zaccheus’s extra effort to see Him, and Jesus must have recognized him as a 
man with an open mind and a tender heart, because He invites Himself to Zaccheus’s house. 

Q How did the crowd respond to Jesus going to Zaccheus’s house?  Why? 

5. It is hard to think of a place Jesus wouldn’t go in order to save the lost. 

Q Are there places around us that we shouldn’t go to even if lost people are there?  Let’s be 
specific rather than hypothetical. 

� If there are such places, why shouldn’t we go there? 

Q What places in our community have we avoided?  Have we done the right thing?   

� If so, why?  If not, why not? 

6. We may give up on certain people or certain kinds of people because we prejudge them and 
assume they don’t want what we have.  The crowds didn’t seem to have much hope or 
concern for Zaccheus.  

7. Zaccheus, however, was clearly impacted by Jesus. 

8. Notice that Zaccheus goes to great lengths in his commitment to compensate those who he 
has defrauded.  Paying back four times the amount was among the highest forms of 
restitution called for in the Law of Moses.  

9. It is significant to notice that repentance requires restitution to the extent we are able. 

Q Why do we still have to make amends if we’ve repented and been forgiven by God? 

Q Are there instances when it is impossible to repair the damages of our sins?  Can anyone 
share a personal example?  

Q Have any of us sinned and asked for forgiveness without doing what we could to make 
amends?  What should we do based on Zaccheus’s example and Jesus’ response? 

10. After taking time to share ideas and/or needs with one another, devote your time to praying 
for one another in groups.  

 

Closing: 

1. Remember to call in your attendance numbers to Karolyn (268-2951) tomorrow! 


