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Encountering Jesus 
Lesson 14 
 

The Criminal on the Cross Encounters Jesus 

Luke 23:33-43 

 

 

Key Themes to Discuss: 

1. Jesus always put the needs of others before His own.  

2. There are moments when we may question our faith. 

3. God is always ready to reclaim any penitent sinner. 

 

Suggested Outline: 

1. Explain that we will be looking at the episode in Luke 23:33-43 that describes an encounter 
between Jesus and a criminal on a cross.   

2. Read Luke 23:33-43 out loud. 

3. It is amazing that Jesus was still ministering to others as He hung on the cross! 

Q What lesson can we learn from that example? 

Q When are we the least likely to look for opportunities to serve others? 

4. Some would say that it is when we are at our lowest moments that our true character 
becomes visible. 

Q Do you agree with that?  Why or why not? 

Q How de we avoid those embarrassing moments of weakness that we later regret? 

5. Another amazing element of this encounter is that this criminal shows more faith in Jesus 
than anyone else.  He shows faith in a dying man who has claimed to be the Messiah. 

Q What is significant about that? 

Q Regarding our faith, what advantages do we have that this criminal didn’t? 

6. If there was ever an understandable time to question Jesus’ claims, it would have been at His 
crucifixion.  The apostles certainly questioned Jesus’ claims, based on their actions.  

Q Are there still times in our lives when we question whether or not Jesus will be faithful? 

� What are those times? 

� How do we make it through those times? 

7. During the past weeks, we’ve observed Jesus’ encounters with many different kinds of 
people.  Jesus rebuked some while He encouraged others.  But of all the people He 
encountered, I can’t think of anyone worse than this crucified criminal. 

Q So, what can we learn from the fact that Jesus was willing to save this guilty, condemned 
sinner? 

Q What does this mean for you and me? 

Q What does this mean for those around us who are “hopelessly” lost? 

8. Take time to pray together for any issues that surfaced tonight.  Be especially prayerful for 
the lost around us and for us so that we can minister to their needs. 

 

Closing: 

1. Remember to call in your attendance numbers to Karolyn (268-2951) tomorrow! 

2. I hope you’ve grown through this study. 


