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Encountering Jesus 
Lesson 2 
 

Simeon Encounters Jesus 

Luke 2:21-35 

 

In a Home Bible Study setting, the lesson/discussion should take 30-40 minutes.  This should work 
out fine if you follow the suggested format presented in the Introduction. 

 

Key Themes to Discuss and Apply: 

1. recognizing who Jesus is 

2. understanding Jesus’ purpose for coming to earth and how that impacts us 

 

Suggested Outline: 

1. Explain that we will be looking at the episode in Luke 2:21-35 that describes the 
encounter between Simeon and the baby Jesus. 

2. Read the entire text out loud.  You may even benefit from having it read from 2 different 
translations. 

3. You might point out that the Law required a mother to wait 40 days after giving birth 
before she could enter the Temple to offer sacrifices again.  So, Jesus was about six 
weeks old. 

4. Point out the way Simeon is described in v. 25 and discuss whether or not we could be 
described in similar Christian terms. 

5. In v. 26, Luke refers to Jesus as “the Lord’s Christ.”  This is the only place in the Bible 
that uses this exact phrase.   

Q What meanings are inherent in this phrase?  Why would he be described as “the Lord’s 
Christ?”  Why was this significant to Simeon?  Why is it still significant for us? 

Q What phrases does Simeon use to describe or refer to Jesus in vv. 29-32? 

6. We all want to know why we’re here and what our purposes are in life.  Jesus knew His. 

Q How do vv. 29-35 describe Jesus’ purposes? 

Q As Christians, which of these purposes should we claim as our own? 

Q What are some specific ways we can improve the ways we live so that our lives witness 
to the fact that Jesus is the Lord’s Christ?  (Don’t settle for generalizations!  Make 
people be specific with personal examples.) 

Q How does our understanding of Jesus’ purposes potentially change the way we live as 
His disciples?   

7. Encourage everyone to prayerfully consider some of the applications mentioned, and take 
time to pray for one another and for each person’s attempt to reshape his/her life into 
the image of Christ.  You may want to break into two or three smaller groups for prayer 
time.  

 

Closing: 

1. Announce next week’s topic and text.   

2. Encourage people to continue praying for one another throughout the week. 

3. Encourage people to bring a friend or neighbor next time.  These discussion topics should 
work well for believers and unbelievers alike. 


