
P. Barber / West Side Church of Christ / January 2006 

Encountering Jesus 
Lesson 4 
 
 

Satan Encounters Jesus 

Matthew 4:1-11 

 

By now, people should understand that they are expected to discuss and personally apply the lesson.  
Don’t, however, let your guard down!  Keep leading by example and be a great encourager to others 
in the group.  Also, remember that the following pointers and questions are only my suggestions.  
Feel free to modify the lesson, but please keep it focused on discussion and personal application. 

 

Key Themes to Discuss and Apply: 

1. being prepared for the devil’s tricks and lies 

2. overcoming temptation 

 

Suggested Outline: 

1. Explain that we will be looking at the episode in Matt. 4:1-11 that describes an encounter 
between Jesus and Satan. 

2. Read the entire text out loud.  You may even benefit from having it read from 2 different 
translations. 

Q Why do you think the Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted? 

Q Can any good come from a period of temptation or testing? 

Q In what ways did Satan try to get Jesus to sin? 

3. Point out that the devil often uses half truths to deceive us. 

Q How was Jesus able to withstand the devil’s temptations? 

Q What kinds of temptations do we encounter in our lives? 

4. Point out that the devil offers things that seem appealing, but they quickly lose their luster.  
Only God promises good things that last forever. 

Q What can we do to resist the temptations of the devil? 

Q What are some specific temptations that the devil keeps throwing at you? 

Q How can we overcome these specific temptations? 

5. If people are willing to open up and share some of these things, you might want to take extra 
time tonight for prayer.  We should pray for one another and help one another remain faithful 
and pure. 

 

Closing: 

1. Announce next week’s topic and text so people can read ahead.   

2. Encourage people to continue praying for one another throughout the week. 

3. Keep encouraging people to bring a friend or neighbor next time.   

4. Please remember to call Karolyn (268-2951) in the morning with your attendance numbers! 


