
Lesson 5: Study 
The Importance of Listening to and Learning from God 

 
 

Prayer Requests 

Prayer 

Song:  Some good songs related to study are “Give Me the Bible” and “Thy Word.”  

 

Worship Follow-up: 

1. At the end of last week’s meeting, we all discussed ways we could incorporate worship into 
our daily lives.  What did you do, and how did it go? 

2. How has your life been impacted so far by your increase in “spiritual training”? 

 
Mike’s Thoughts: 
(Facilitators, here are some questions Mike gave me based on his lesson.  I suggest that you plan 
ahead and use the ones that seem most interesting and helpful to you.) 

3. How does the amount of info we get from other sources compare to what we receive from 
the Bible? 

4. Discuss the difference between reading and studying. 

5. Explain what it means to "read for transformation."  Suggestions to help us do that? 

6. Why are we uncomfortable with the idea of meditation?  How could we use it to enrich our 
study? 

 

Additional Group Thoughts: 

7. What motivates you to set aside time to read and study?  What do you hope to gain? 

8. Consider three great texts that demonstrate the importance and need for studying God’s 
word: Rom. 12:2; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:3-4. 

a. Any comments about those passages?   

9. Randy Harris, a Christian professor and author, writes that the key to transformational Bible 
reading and study is that we don’t interrogate the Bible; the Bible interrogates us.  The Bible 
challenges our worldview (the entire way we view ourselves and the world), our thoughts, 
and our actions.  

a. How does the Bible interrogate us?  What do we have to do to make that possible? 

10. Harris says that we must ask ourselves, “If I take this text seriously, what must I change?” 

b. Why is that question so important? 

11. Consider what Jesus says in Matthew 7:24-27. 

c. How does this text impact our discussion tonight? 

12. Mike Ireland spoke about the importance but difficulty of application. 

d. Why is application so hard for us? 

e. How could small group studies aid in real, personal application? 

i. (We help each other think of application possibilities) 

ii. (We help encourage and motivate one another to be accountable to make 
necessary changes.) 



f. When we try to apply a text, do we make any of the following mistakes? 

i. Do we apply the texts to anybody but ourselves? 

ii. Do we apply the texts generally without making specific adjustments to the 
ways we think and act? 

iii. Do we hear only what we want to hear, or are we willing to listen to God’s 
instruction no matter it costs us? 

 

Training Schedule: 

13. As we say every week, it is important that we implement what we learn each week by being 
willing to adjust our lives in positive ways.  If we don’t make a plan for improvement, we 
are likely to fail.  Think of this like athletic or physical training.  If we want to grow stronger 
and healthier, we have to form a regiment for ourselves.  We must be disciplined. 

14. I encourage each of us to experiment with deeper Bible study this week.  If you aren’t 
already engaged in a personal study, consider reading what you are studying in your 
Sunday morning class. 

15. I hope you won’t think of this or any of the other disciplines as chores.  Remember that 
these are avenues through which God reaches us and makes us a little more like His Son. 

16. Let’s be ready to discuss our experiences with study when we meet next Wednesday. 

 

Participatory Prayer: 

17. Please divide into your gender groups and pray for one another. 

 

 

Please turn in your attendance to Karolyn (office@wschurch.net; 268-2951) tomorrow. 

 

Please follow up with people who are absent from your group.  If they know that they 
are missed, they are unlikely to miss again. 

 


