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Encountering Jesus 
Lesson 5 

The Woman at the Well Encounters Jesus 

John 4:5-42 

 

Key Themes to Discuss and Apply: 

1. sharing our good news with others 

 

Suggested Outline: 

1. Explain that we will be looking at the episode in John 4:5-42 that describes an encounter 
between Jesus and a Samaritan woman.  We will read the text in sections tonight. 

2. Read verses 5-15.  Point out that there was great hostility between Jews and Samaritans 
during Jesus’ day.  It wasn’t culturally acceptable for a proper Jew to have anything do to 
with a Samaritan, especially a woman.  With that in mind, ask… 

Q What can we learn from the fact that Jesus asked this Samaritan woman for a drink? 

Q When meeting this stranger, what was Jesus’ purpose? 

Q Do you think the woman understood what Jesus was offering?  Why or why not? 

3. It is significant that Jesus addressed his own need (thirst) before addressing this woman’s 
need (living water). 

Q How can we follow Jesus’ example in our own attempts to help others? 

4. Read verses 16-26.   

Q Why do you think this woman began opening up to Jesus? 

5. Jesus was able to begin with her questions and lead her to more significant information.  Our 
evangelistic approaches can benefit from following this example. 

6. Read verses 27-30.  We are reminded by noticing the disciples’ attitudes that Jesus was doing 
something that wasn’t culturally accepted. 

Q What cultural bounds are we willing to cross in order to share the gospel? 

Q What can we do at West Side to reach those who live near us but don’t know Christ? 

Q What specific things can each of us do to increase our own efforts to share the gospel? 

7. Notice that this woman did not have much knowledge or understanding, but she shared the 
little knowledge she had, and others came into contact with Jesus because of her. 

Q How can we apply her example to our lives? 

8. Read verses 31-38.   

Q Based on Jesus’ words here, what specific changes do we need to make in order to be part 
of this sowing and reaping? 

9. Read verses 39-42.   

Q Wouldn’t it be wonderful to share in the joy of others who came to Christ because we 
were willing to share Him? 

10. Spend the remainder of your time discussing possible applications of this lesson, and pray 
together for the life changes that need to be applied. 

 

Closing: 

1. Announce next week’s topic and text so people can read ahead.  

2. Encourage people to continue praying for one another throughout the week, and keep 
encouraging people to bring a friend or neighbor next time.   


