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Encountering Jesus 
Lesson 7 
 

Simon, Andrew, James, and John Encounter Jesus  
Luke 5:1-11 

 

You have likely noticed that many of these questions are difficult to answer, because they are very 
personal.  You can modify these questions and add appropriate follow-up questions, but don’t let the 
discussion deteriorate into useless generalities.  If we are going to become stronger disciples, we 
need to be able to share our lives with one another.   

 

Key Themes to Discuss and Apply: 

1. obeying without fully understanding 

2. acknowledging our sinfulness 

3. leaving everything to follow Jesus 

 

Suggested Outline: 

1. Explain that we will be looking at the episode in Luke 5:1-11 that describes an encounter 
between Jesus and some of His future disciples. 

2. Although Luke 4:38ff gives the impression that Simon’s mother had already been healed by 
Jesus, the parallel accounts in Matthew and Mark show that the healing came after Simon and 
these other three men were called to follow Jesus.  So, this is probably Simon’s first 
encounter with the Lord. 

3. Read the text out loud. 

Q Why, after going to all the trouble to care for and clean the nets, would Simon put his 
boat back out to sea?  Simon was the master fisherman, after all. 

Q What commands of God do we struggle to understand or keep? 

Q What factors influence us to keep those commands or to ignore them? 

Q How can we increase our faith and obedience? 

4. Re-read v. 8.  Why did Simon respond this way? 

Q In what ways do we acknowledge that we are sinful people in the presence of a holy God? 

Q How does/should this knowledge impact the way we live? 

5. Verse 10 tells us that the men were amazed at the miraculous catch of fish.   

Q Without discussing whether or not miracles occur today, what have we experienced that 
causes us to be amazed at the power of God? 

6. Verse 11 tells us that these four men “left everything and followed Him.”   

Q What things do we need to leave behind in order to follow more closely to Jesus? 

Q Ask each participant, “What is the one hardest thing in your life to let go of in order to 
serve Christ?” 

7. Take time to pray for one another.  We discussed a lot of areas tonight, so there should be 
plenty to pray for and about.  

 

Closing: 

1. Announce next week’s topic and text so people can read ahead.   

2. Encourage people to continue praying for one another throughout the week. 

3. Please call Karolyn! 


