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Encountering Jesus 
Lesson 8 
 
 

Pharisees, Scribes, and a Man with a Withered Hand Encounters Jesus  
Mark 3:1-6 

 

Consider taking a few minutes to discuss if these weekly discussions and times of prayer are helping 
people in their daily attempts at discipleship.  If the discussion and prayer time spent together isn’t 
making a difference, then we need to consider other approaches. 

 

Key Themes to Discuss and Apply: 

1. our response when good things happen to others 

2. how we handle differences with others 

3. our attitudes towards those with whom we disagree 

 

Suggested Outline: 

1. Explain that we will be looking at the episode in Mark 3:1-6 that describes an encounter the 
Pharisees, scribes, and a man with a withered hand had with Jesus. 

2. Read the text out loud.  It is short enough to read from 2 translations if you desire to do so. 

3. You might point out that the main point of this passage regards an observance of traditional 
Sabbath regulations.  We, however, are focusing on issues of human attitudes and interactions 
as they relate to this text. 

4. The Pharisees and scribes definitely serve as the bad examples in this text. 

5. We see that Jesus chose to heal a man’s withered hand, because this man’s need was greater 
than the need to satisfy these legalistic Jews who wanted their traditional regulations to be 
observed no matter what.  These Jews, however, wouldn’t accept Jesus’ explanation or His 
claim of authority we find back in vv. 27-8. 

6. We don’t deal with questions of the Sabbath today, but we do deal with the attitudes and 
behaviors seen in the Pharisees and scribes. 

Q Have we ever seen somebody else receive some blessing or benefit and we’ve become 
jealous?  When? 

Q In what instances might we become angry like these Pharisees when our personal 
preferences are not shared by others? 

7. The Pharisees’ and scribes’ reaction was to begin a political plot against Jesus.  That is 
obviously the wrong approach to take when we disagree with someone. 

Q Have we ever seen negative fallout in cases when people handled a disagreement 
inappropriately?  Can you share a situation? 

Q How should we handle issues of disagreement, especially with other Christians? 

Q How much room is there for diversity in the church? 

8. Use your remaining time for group prayer.  Remember to break into smaller groups or gender 
groups if necessary. 

 

Closing: 

1. Announce next week’s topic and text.   

2. Encourage people to continue praying for one another throughout the week and to bring a 
friend next time. 


