
P. Barber / West Side Church of Christ / January 2006 

Encountering Jesus 
Lesson 9 
 

A Roman Centurion Encounters Jesus 

Luke 7:1-10 

 

Try to keep using good follow-up questions during your discussion and application time.  The 
questions below are just intended to get the discussions started.    

 

Key Themes to Discuss and Apply: 

1. trusting Jesus’ power and word 

2. Jesus’ concern for our wellbeing 

 

Suggested Outline: 

1. Explain that we will be looking at the episode in Luke 7:1-10 that describes an encounter 
between Jesus and a Roman centurion. 

2. Read the text out loud.  It is short enough to read from 2 translations if you desire to do so. 

3. One of the most striking points in this encounter is the faith of the Roman centurion.  He was 
a Gentile, but he was highly regarded by the Jewish leaders there in Capernaum.  It is 
possible that he was a “God-fearer” much like Cornelius in Acts 10:2. 

Q What reasons do the Jewish elders give to convince Jesus to help the centurion’s servant? 

Q Why does the centurion say he wasn’t worthy for Jesus to come under his roof? 

4. One additional reason you may not be aware of is that based on Jewish tradition, entering a 
Gentile’s house made one ceremonially unclean.  So, this may be another way the Centurion 
was showing respect for Jesus and the Jewish customs. 

5. Like Jesus, we are probably awed at this centurion’s faith.  Sometimes we would rather hear 
God’s voice or see a miraculous sign rather than just believe in Jesus power.  

Q At what times or in what situations do we sometimes find it hard to trust Jesus? 

Q Can someone share an experience in which you questioned Jesus’ power or word? 

Q How did you make it through that time, and what did you learn from it? 

Q Is anyone here currently struggling with belief in Jesus’ power or word? 

� In what ways?  Can we help?  Pray about it together. 

6. Another thing that stands out in this story is Jesus’ concern for people. 

Q Do you think Jesus cares as much for us and those we love as He did for this centurion and 
his slave?  Why do you believe that? 

7. In this episode, the centurion’s servant was healed.  Sometimes, our prayers for healing are 
not granted.   

Q How do we handle that kind of situation?  How does it affect our faith in Jesus as a 
powerful Lord who loves us? 

8. Take time to share whatever needs and concerns people have, and use your remaining time 
for group prayer.  Remember to break into smaller groups or gender groups if necessary. 

 

Closing: 

1. Announce next week’s topic and text.  

2. Encourage people to continue praying for one another throughout the week and to bring a 
friend next time. 


