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(Be sure that parents leave in time to pick up their children at the building.) 
(Please call or email your attendance to the office.  office@wschurch.net / 268-2951) 

 
January 9: God’s Role as Benefactor/Patron 
 
Purpose: to discuss how God’s role as a benefactor furthers His mission and how we engage that role 
 
 
In New Testament times, people were familiar with a relational social structure based on patronage.  
Basically, this consisted of relationships between patrons and clients.  The patrons acted as benefactors 
who used their wealth and influence to help provide things that their clients could not get for themselves.  
This gave them access to things like money, food, jobs, education, etc.  The clients, in return, gave 
loyalty and honor to their patron.  This expanded the patron’s prestige and influence in the community. 
 
In Luke’s gospel, God is presented as the ultimate patron/benefactor.  It is He who provides everything 
for His people. 
 

(Q 1.) What are some of the blessings that you would not have if it were not for God? 
 
(Q 2.) What are some things that you offer to God in response to His benefaction? 
 
(Q 3.) How does providing us with blessings help God achieve his mission and purpose? 

 
Let’s read Luke 1:46-55.  In this passage Mary praises God.  She doesn’t call Him a patron or benefactor, 
but such a relationship is in view.  As we read the passage, think about the things that God provides. 
  

(Q 4.) According to Mary, what things has God done that His people could not do for themselves?  
 
Notice that God has turned things upside down.  He takes the side of the poor, weak, and humble rather 
than honoring those whom society exalts.    
  

(Q 5.) Why do you think God takes the side of the poor, weak, and humble?    
 
(Q 6.) How does this challenge the way that we live and do ministry? 

 
(Q 7.) What reasons or inhibitions keep us from doing more amongst the poor, weak, and humble? 

 
We know that we owe everything we have to God.  He is a benefactor who gives us everything we need 
and more.  But we, as Christians, are also to act as representative “benefactors” on God’s behalf.  We 
are not, however, to help others so that we can get something in return.  Consider what Jesus said about 
helping others in Luke 14:12-14.  Let’s read that passage now. 
 

(Q 8.) What is the point of Jesus’ message in this passage? 
  
(Q 9.) What should motivate us to serve those who cannot repay us? 

 
(Q 10.) What are some things that we can do as a group to join God’s mission to care for the needy?  

What are some needs that we know about?  Who are some people we could pray for and 
serve? 

 
Please use your remaining time to plan some specific ministries of service and to pray together.  I am 
going to try to shorten the lessons a little bit so that we have more time for group prayer. 
 
 
Next week we will discuss God’s role as Guide. 


