
LLiivviinngg  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  MMiissssiioonn  ooff  GGoodd   

 
October 17: God’s Mission and Purpose: What are they? 
 
Purpose: Tonight’s main purpose is to help everyone think about the mission and purpose(s) of God.  We 
hope that tonight will help us see the big picture first so that we can then work through more details as 
the lessons proceed in coming weeks. 
 
(The (Q.) stands for a question that you should ask the group.) 

(Q.) What is one club, team, or organization that you have joined in the past? 
(Q.) Why did you join that group? 

 
We usually won’t join a club, team, or organization unless we know its mission and purpose.  It may not 
have a mission statement, and it may not have enumerated goals, but we will still have an idea of what 
that group is trying to accomplish before we join it.  We understand the importance of having a purpose 
and knowing in what direction we are headed.  This common sense approach also proves to be helpful in 
our daily lives, which we hope are defined by our spirituality.  If we really want to be part of God’s family, 
army, priesthood, (you choose the metaphor!), then it makes sense that we should have a clear 
understanding of the mission and purpose of the group.  The group’s purpose begins with its leaders. 
 
“The Church is not a democracy.  It is a benevolent dictatorship.” 

(Q.) What are your reactions to that statement?     
(Q.) Is there anything wrong with this statement?  If so, what? 
(Q.) If the statement is true, who is the benevolent dictator? 

 
If God is like a benevolent dictator—someone with complete authority who shows genuine care and 
concern for those under His rule—then our role in life is to be His faithful servant.  In order for us to know 
how to live and serve in ways that will please our Lord, we need to first understand what God is working 
to accomplish, what God cares about, and how God interacts with His creation. 
 

(Q.) According to what we find in Scripture, how would you describe God’s mission and purpose(s)?   
(Q.) Where in Scripture might you find evidence of that? 

 
Let’s discuss what the following passages have to say about God’s mission and purpose: 

 Gen 12:2-3 
 Jer. 31:31-34  
 Luke 4:16-21 
 Luke 24:44-47 
 Rev. 21:1-8 
 

(Q.) What are some of the common threads in these passages?  
(Q.) How do passages like these affect your definition of God’s mission and purpose?  

 
Here is a very simple way to summarize God’s overall mission and purpose: “God intends for everyone to 
be blessed through a covenant relationship with Him.” 
 
In light of this mission, we should learn to be a blessing to others in ways that will lead them into a 
covenant relationship with God.  That is part of the purpose of this series of lessons. 
 
Next week we will discuss “God’s role as creator.”  Think about the passages that emphasize God’s role 
as creator, and think about the insight that gives us regarding God’s mission.  Bring an example or two 
with you! 

 
(Be sure that parents leave in time to pick up their children at the building.) 

(Please call or email your attendance to the office.  office@wschurch.net / 268-2951) 


