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(Be sure that parents leave in time to pick up their children at the building.) 
(Please call or email your attendance to the office.  office@wschurch.net / 268-2951) 

 
October 31: God’s Role as Relationship Builder 
 
Purpose: By discussing God’s role as a relationship builder, we want to learn how to be involved in 
relationships that are God-centered and God-glorifying.   
 

(Q.) We’ve asked this question before, but it’s central to our study.  What is God’s mission? 
(Q.) What is God’s overall plan for us?  How do we fit into His mission? 
(Q.) Do we work alone, or do we work in cooperation with God?  Explain what you mean. 

 
Last week, we talked about God’s role as creator and our obligation to live as responsible overseers of 
God’s creation.  We are not superior to God’s creation, because we’re part of it.  But we are special, 
because God chose to make us relational beings. 
 

(Q.) In your preparation for tonight’s discussion, what scriptures did you find that emphasize God’s 
role as someone who builds relationships?  [please discuss what others have studied] 

 
Let’s read Gen. 2:18-24. 

(Q.) Why didn’t God want man to be alone?  
(Q.) How is this an important rejection of the concept of self-sufficiency?  Or is it? 
(Q.) What needs do we have that can only be fulfilled in relationship with others? 
 

Let’s read Ex. 6:6-7. 
(Q.) What kinds of activities are involved in God’s work to reestablish a relationship with the Israelites? 
(Q.) Who did all the work to renew this relationship?  Why? 

 
When God builds a relationship, He intends for that relationship to last forever.  Sometimes, however, we 
know that our sins break down our relationships.  In Hosea, God used Hosea’s family life to graphically 
depict His own relationship with the people of Israel.  Let’s read Hosea 2:14-23 for a view of God’s plans 
for those who had left Him.  Next, read Hosea 11:1-4. 

(Q.) What do these passages teach us about God’s desire for relationship with us?  
(Q.) What does God’s example teach us about our commitment to our relationships?  
(Q.) Why does God keep pursuing people who have failed Him so many times before? 

 
We know that God’s love is self-sacrificing.  He loved the world so much, that God sent His Son to die so 
we might be saved (John 3:16-17).  We also know that God expects us to love like He does (John 13:34). 

(Q.) Why does God love us and take care of us? 
(Q.) Why does God want people to love and take care of one another? 
(Q.) How can building relationships help us pursue God’s mission? 
(Q.) What qualities do we see in God that will help us build and maintain strong relationships? 
(Q.) How can we begin to build God-centered and God-glorifying relationships with others? 

 
If God’s mission is to bless everyone through a covenant relationship with Him, then we understand the 
importance of God’s role as relationship builder.  We should also see the importance of building strong 
relationships in our lives.  This need extends beyond the walls of our homes and church buildings.  If we 
don’t learn to love the “unlovable” around us, then we will never be confused for Jesus.  If we want to be 
part of God’s mission, then we must learn to live like Him, and that means loving unconditionally and 
taking risks when necessary to give people hope and security.  Sometimes it even means risking 
humiliation and shame.  But this is what God models, and this is what God requires as a master 
relationship builder. 
 
Next week we will discuss “God’s role as judge.”  Think about how this role of God impacts our lives, and 
consider whether or not we share in the role of judge.  Bring scriptures that support your views. 


