
LLiivviinngg  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  MMiissssiioonn  ooff  GGoodd   

(Be sure that parents leave in time to pick up their children at the building.) 
(Please call or email your attendance to the office.  office@wschurch.net / 268-2951) 

 
November 7: God’s Role as Judge 
 
Purpose: We want to learn why God’s mission necessitates God taking on the role of judge, and we want 
to discuss how judgment impacts our lives and activities as participants in God’s mission. 
 

(Q.) Which Bible verse do you think is most frequently quoted by non-Christians in America? 
 [Matthew 7:1  “Judge not. . . .”] 

(Q.) What do you think that this sentiment is so popular? 
(Q.) What do people mean when they quote this verse or make reference to it. 
 

People don’t want to be judged, because we all want to do what we want to do.  We don’t like being told 
that we’re wrong, and we don’t want somebody to imply that they’re better than us.  One problem with 
this kind of thinking, however, is that there is someone better than us who sets the standards by which 
we are called to live.  The one who sets the rules is the one who decides what’s fair and right. 

  
(Q.) Who is our judge? 
(Q.) Why is it necessary for God to be a judge?  How does God’s mission require that there be 

judgment? 
  

Let’s read Psalm 96 and discuss what it has to say about the judgment of God. 
(Q.) Who will be the final judge? 
(Q.) Who will be judged? 
(Q.) How will God’s judgments be decided?  In other words, describe the way God will judge. 
(Q.) What are God’s people to do, since we know that He is coming as a judge of all the earth? 
(Q.) Who are we supposed to tell about this, and what are we supposed to tell them, according to this 

psalm?  
 

We should see that the reality of a coming judgment is an important reason to share the good news of 
God with everyone.  We already know this, but we should be careful not to forget it or to live as if it’s 
never going to happen.  Helping people find their way to God is a critical activity that helps us work within 
God’s mission.  This is an element of God’s mission that looks down the road to the day when He returns. 
 
But this is connected to another part of God’s mission that has daily implications for the way we live.  
There are other judgments that must be made on a daily basis if we’re going to live righteous lives.  But, 
as we mentioned earlier, some people deny that we have the right to judge one another.    
 

(Q.) Does Jesus prohibit us from making judgments?  Defend your answer. 
  
God gives his people criteria for how they should judge.  Let’s read and discuss the following passages: 
Leviticus 19:15; John 5:30; 7:24; Matthew 7:1-4; and Romans 2:1-6.  
 

(Q.) In what ways should God’s people function as judges?  
(Q.) What are God’s criteria for exercising good judgment? 
(Q.) How might following the instructions in the passages we just read help us to prepare people for 

God’s judgment? 
 
If we’re going to live within God’s mission, we have to practice justice and righteousness without 
abandoning compassion and mercy.  That’s the way God judges.  Let’s let God change us so that He can 
achieve His purposes through us. 
 
Next week we will discuss “God’s role as servant.”  (This may be a change from your original schedule.)  
The following week, Nov. 21, we will participate in a service project.  More details will be provided soon!   


