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(Be sure that parents leave in time to pick up their children at the building.) 
(Please call or email your attendance to the office.  office@wschurch.net / 268-2951) 

 
November 28: God’s Role as Deliverer 
 
Purpose: We want to consider the extent to which Christians should work to help deliver people from 
various problems. 
 

(Q.) What biblical stories or teachings first come to your mind when you think of God working to deliver 
His people? 

  
Some of you probably thought of the Exodus.  The Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt is one of the most 
important biblical examples of God’s work as a deliverer.  Let’s read Exodus 3:7-9 and 6:4-7.   

(Q.) What kinds of problems did the Israelites need to be delivered from? 
(Q.) Why did God care about their suffering and their oppression?   
(Q.) Were these spiritual needs?  Explain/defend your answer. 
 

Both from the biblical record and from personal experience, we know that God is interested in us as 
whole people.  We often overemphasize the difference between the spiritual and physical dimensions of 
our personhood.  God made us with a body and a spirit/soul, and He cares about both.  It seems safe to 
assume that we all agree that God delivers us from “spiritual” problems, but what biblical examples can 
you think of that show that God delivers people from “physical” distresses?  [discuss one or two of these]    

 
(Q.) As we, the church, try to help people find their way into a covenant relationship with God, where 

should we focus our attention and aid — on spiritual needs or physical needs?  Why? 
(Q.) What qualifies as a spiritual need, and what qualifies as a physical need?  How do we make this 

distinction? 
(Q.) Should we make this distinction?  Why or why not? 

 
We know that God fulfilled His promise to deliver the Israelites out of their Egyptian bondage.  Once they 
were in the wilderness, however, God continued to take care of them.  Not only did He teach them things 
that we would categorize as “spiritual,” but God also met the needs that we would label “physical.” 

(Q.) What physical needs of the Israelites did God take care of? 
 
(Q.) Specifically, what are some needs that we know of either in the church or in the larger community 

that need to be addressed?  Is there any oppression, any hardship, or any other kind of harmful 
situation that could be addressed and overcome by God working through His people?  Let’s make 
a list of issues around us that God would be (is) concerned about. 

(Q.) Specifically, what could we do as individuals, as a small group, or as a congregation to help 
deliver people from some of these hardships? 

  
We should recognize that we cannot change everything.  We cannot right every wrong or rectify every 
injustice.  We cannot feed every hungry child or provide jobs for every person searching for work.  Jesus 
could have done these things, but He didn’t fix everything when He was physically present on the earth. 

(Q.) Why didn’t Jesus just fix everything? 
(Q.) Does this mean that we shouldn’t bother with issues like poverty, injustice, addiction, etc?   

 
Consider what Moses said when God told him to go back to Egypt on a mission of deliverance.  Read 
Exodus 3:11.  We know that we’re small and weak and that we don’t have all the answers.  But just 
because we can’t fix everything doesn’t mean we shouldn’t fix anything.  A great place to start would be 
to look for the problems in the lives of people we already encounter.  God may be trying to deliver them 
through us.  He has the power and the heart to do it.  And as He was with Moses, He will be with us, as 
long as we are joining His mission. 
 
Next week, we will discuss God’s role as warrior.   


