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(Be sure that parents leave in time to pick up their children at the building.) 
(Please call or email your attendance to the office.  office@wschurch.net / 268-2951) 

 
December 5: God’s Role as Warrior 
 
Purpose: to understand why God is often depicted as a warrior and to determine how this role might 
impact our discipleship 
 
As the Christmas season approaches, we begin to hear a little more about Jesus in the secular world.  
We see pictures of an infant in a manger, and we hear descriptions of Him like “Prince of Peace.”  These 
are all appropriate, but a more frequent description in Scripture of God and His Christ is one of a warrior. 
 

(Q.) When we try to envision the Lord as a warrior, what kinds of attributes and characteristics do we 
think of?  In other words, what kind of warrior is God?  How would you describe Him in this role? 

   
Let’s read these short passages: Ex. 15:1-4; Deut. 4:32-35; Isa. 42:13; Zeph. 3:14-17. 
 
In each of these passages, the Lord is described or depicted as a warrior fighting on behalf of Israel.   

(Q.) What was He trying to achieve?  What outcome(s) did He have in mind? 
 
Now, let’s read Amos 9:1-4.  In this passage, God is fighting against Israel. 

(Q.) Why would God fight against His own people? 
(Q.) What was the Lord hoping to accomplish? 

 
We’ve seen from a few Old Testament examples that God at times fights for and against His people.  
Now, let’s briefly discuss what the NT has to say about God as a warrior.  
 
Military terminology is sometimes used in the New Testament, just as military terminology was often used 
in the Old Testament.  But there are differences in the way the Old and New Testaments deal with war. 

(Q.) Is God ever described as a warrior in the NT?  If so, in what contexts? 
 [discuss the examples brought up by the group] 

 
Let’s read from Rev. 2:16 and 19:11-21.   

(Q.) Against whom is the Lord waging war in these two passages? 
(Q.) What is the Lord trying to accomplish by waging war in these contexts?  

 
When we talked a few weeks ago about God’s role as judge, we agreed that there are some things that 
God can do that His people cannot do. 

(Q.) In what ways can Christians be considered warriors? 
(Q.) Are there types of fights or wars that Christians should stay out of?  If so, what are some 

examples? 
(Q.) If Christians can still be considered to be warriors, what are the kinds of things we should fight for 

and what should we fight against? 
 
Using the things just mentioned [the group’s answers from the previous question] as our examples, let’s 
talk about how Christians should fight against those things.    

(Q.) What methods should we use? 
(Q.) What weapons are available for Christians to use?  
 

The Lord fights to overcome evil.  That evil may take a variety of forms, but God shows in Scripture that 
He is powerful enough to overcome all wickedness and unrighteousness.  Oppression, violence, 
injustice, unrighteousness, faithlessness—these are just a sampling of the things that God opposes in the 
passages we looked at tonight.  As His people, we should be careful not to hinder God’s war against evil, 
and we should be careful not to fight in ways that God disapproves.   
 
Next week, we will discuss God’s role as shepherd.  


