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(Be sure that parents leave in time to pick up their children at the building.) 
(Please call or email your attendance to the office.  office@wschurch.net / 268-2951) 

 
December 12: God’s Role as Shepherd 
 
Purpose: to consider how God shepherds us and to discuss how we should respond to His example 
 
Background: Psalm 23; Ezek. 34:1-10, 11-16; John 10:1-16; Acts 20:28-32; 1 Pet. 5:1-5; Rev. 7:13-17 
 
Many of us would not know much about shepherding if we weren’t familiar with the Bible.  We don’t live in 
an agrarian society.  But most of the people who lived during the millennia represented in the pages of 
Scripture did live in agrarian societies, and they would have been familiar with shepherding.  The image 
of shepherding became one of the most enduring ways for God to describe His own activities and the 
activities of His servants.  Every section and type of Scripture—including the law, history, poetry, wisdom 
literature, prophets, gospels, epistles, and apocalyptic writings—contains some reference to God as a 
shepherd.  That is a witness to the importance of this theme.     
 
Shepherding was not a prestigious occupation in biblical times.  It was not highly-regarded work; it was 
humble.  But God readily used the metaphor of a shepherd to describe Himself in relation to His people.      

(Q 1.) What are some common activities and responsibilities of shepherds? 
(Q 2.) According to the Bible, how is God like a shepherd?  Which of His actions are shepherd-like? 

 
Psalm 23 is one of the most popular passages in the Bible, and it highlights God’s relationship with us as 
our shepherd.  Let’s read it now. 

(Q 3.) How does it make you feel to know that God is your shepherd? 
(Q 4.) Why is this comforting? 
(Q 5.) What kinds of needs does a good shepherd address? 

 
We see that God provides contentment, protection, leadership, guidance, comfort, companionship, and 
sustenance, among other things.   

(Q 6.) What motivates God to be the kind of shepherd who provides these blessings? 
 
It’s a great blessing to receive these things from God, but we know that God gives to us so that we can 
also be givers.  

(Q 7.) In what ways do God’s people have shepherding responsibilities?  
(Q 8.) Do those in the role of congregational elder/shepherd bear these responsibilities alone, or do 

all Christians share some of these responsibilities?  Explain your answer. 
 
In Ezekiel 34, we find the most extended discussion of shepherding in the Bible.  Let’s read Ezek. 34:1-
10 and hear what God has to say when His servants fail to be good shepherds.  Pay attention to God’s 
charges against the shepherds of Israel. 

(Q 9.) What were these shepherds of Israel doing wrong?  
(Q 10.) What might have motivated those men to do those things? 

 
In Ezek. 34:11-16, we learn about the kind of shepherds God wants. 

(Q 11.) What is God doing in this passage that demonstrates good shepherding? 
(Q 12.) In what ways was God a better shepherd than those He reprimanded? 

 
Jesus describes Himself as the Good Shepherd in John 10:1-16, and we see Jesus pictured as both a 
lamb and a shepherd in Revelation 7:13-17.  (You probably don’t have time to read those passages 
together.)  We know that the Lord continues to act as Shepherd of His flock—the church.   

(Q 13.) If He is our shepherd, what is our role, and what do we do as part of the flock? 
(Q 14.) Do we have responsibilities for others in the flock?  If so, what are they? 
(Q 15.) How can we help our elders/shepherds as they try to shepherd the flock according to God’s 

desire and example? 
 
Next week, we will discuss God’s role as king.  


