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Psalm 24 (ESV) 
 

 

The earth is the LORD's and the fullness thereof,  

the world and those who dwell therein,  

for he has founded it upon the seas  

and established it upon the rivers.  

Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD?  

And who shall stand in his holy place?  

He who has clean hands and a pure heart,  

who does not lift up his soul to what is false  

and does not swear deceitfully.  

He will receive blessing from the LORD  

and righteousness from the God of his salvation.  

Such is the generation of those who seek him,  

who seek the face of the God of Jacob.    (Selah)  
 

Lift up your heads, O gates!  

And be lifted up, O ancient doors,  

that the King of glory may come in.  

Who is this King of glory?  

The LORD, strong and mighty,  

the LORD, mighty in battle!  

Lift up your heads, O gates!  

And lift them up, O ancient doors,  

that the King of glory may come in.  

Who is this King of glory?  

The LORD of hosts,  

he is the King of glory!    (Selah)  
 

I don’t know exactly why this psalm was written thousands of years ago, but its message still 

speaks clearly to our world.  We witness wars and earthquakes, deceit and injustice, oppression 

and greed.  Whether the news is global, national, or local, we so often hear it and wince at the 

ungodliness that seems so entrenched all around us.  It seems like we either want to give up on 

the world or we want to strike out in anger, but neither of those responses are what God would 

have us do.  We are neither helpless nor violent.  This psalm reminds us why that is true. 
 

All things fall under the righteous reign of God.  He has created us, this world, the entire 

cosmos, and even the unseen things that exist beyond our senses.  This God is strong and 

mighty!  His power is without equal!  His glory is without end!  There is no possible way in 

heaven or earth that the unrighteousness we witness will stand the test of time.  God will prevail! 
 

Incredibly, this God of might will not annihilate us all.  He will receive some.  Our access to Him 

is not based on wealth, power, position, fame, education, intelligence, gender, nationality, 

appearance, or any other thing that offers privilege in the current ways of the world.  God is not 

impressed by any of these things; rather, the Creator blesses those who live unselfishly with their 

neighbors.  God pours righteousness over those whose motives for service are pure.  God lifts 

up into His presence the ones who do not exalt worthless things in their lives.  The Lord saves 

his people whose words are true and whose covenants are kept.  The King of glory will endure, 

and so will we who prepare ourselves to enter His presence.  The ways of God will reign. 
 

To God be the glory, 

Patrick Barber 


