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Psalm 36 (ESV) 
 

 

Transgression speaks to the wicked deep in his heart;  

there is no fear of God before his eyes.  

For he flatters himself in his own eyes  

that his iniquity cannot be found out and hated.  

The words of his mouth are trouble and deceit;  

he has ceased to act wisely and do good.  

He plots trouble while on his bed;  

he sets himself in a way that is not good;  

he does not reject evil.  
 

Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens,  

your faithfulness to the clouds.  

Your righteousness is like the mountains of God;  

your judgments are like the great deep;  

man and beast you save, O LORD.  
 

How precious is your steadfast love, O God!  

The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of your wings.  

They feast on the abundance of your house,  

and you give them drink from the river of your delights.  

For with you is the fountain of life;  

in your light do we see light.  
 

Oh, continue your steadfast love to those who know you,  

and your righteousness to the upright of heart!  

Let not the foot of arrogance come upon me,  

nor the hand of the wicked drive me away.  

There the evildoers lie fallen; 

they are thrust down, unable to rise.  
 

What is it that we want from God?  Our prayers are filled with requests for things like peace, 

security, health, wisdom, financial stability, and every variety of minor wants and wishes.  This 

psalmist asks for two things: (1) for God’s faithful love and righteousness to continue to bless his 

life, and (2) to be protected from the power of the wicked.  There is wisdom in such simple, but 

profound, requests.  Maybe we should simplify our prayers at times in a way that acknowledges 

the deep judgments of God instead of assuming that we need to convince God that we have the 

answers to our problems.  We don’t have to manipulate God or twist his arm in order for God to 

bless us and sustain us, but we do have to trust that his righteousness will overcome the wicked. 

 

We know that the contrasts this psalmist draws between God and the wicked remain true and 

relevant today.  And even though the wicked seem to succeed in their evil desires and 

manipulations, the Lord will one day throw them down.  Wickedness is real and destructive, but 

it is not going to last forever.  The psalmist reminds us, however, that some things are eternal.  

God’s faithfulness is forever.  God’s power over wickedness is certain.  God’s love is life-giving. 

 

We should desire and pray for these things.  We should be able to trust that God will provide for 

his people.  He doesn’t only do this because this is what we want from him; God does this 

because this is what he wants for us.        
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