
May 18, 2010 

Psalm 52 (ESV) 
 

 

To the choirmaster.  

A Maskil of David, when Doeg, the Edomite, came and told Saul, "David has come to the house of Ahimelech."  
 

 

Why do you boast of evil, O mighty man?  

The steadfast love of God endures all the day.   

Your tongue plots destruction,  

like a sharp razor, you worker of deceit.   

You love evil more than good,  

                                         and lying more than speaking what is right.                           (Selah) 

You love all words that devour,  

O deceitful tongue.   

But God will break you down forever;  

he will snatch and tear you from your tent;  

                                      he will uproot you from the land of the living.                          (Selah)   

The righteous shall see and fear,  

and shall laugh at him, saying,   

"See the man who would not make 

God his refuge,  

but trusted in the abundance of his riches  

and sought refuge in his own destruction!"   

But I am like a green olive tree  

in the house of God.  

I trust in the steadfast love of God  

forever and ever.   

I will thank you forever,  

because you have done it.  

I will wait for your name, for it is good,  

in the presence of the godly. 

 

The editorial preface to this psalm refers to events recorded in 1 Samuel 21-22.  After you read 

that account, you’ll understand the angry rebukes and the faithful assertions found in this psalm. 
 

 

 

David had been on the run from King Saul, and an informant’s treachery led to the death of 

dozens of innocent people.  Even women and children were killed because Saul was afraid of 

David’s growing influence.  When David learned of the slaughter, he was grieved and felt 

partially to blame, since these people died for giving him aid.  But David knew that these wicked 

acts were the direct result of evil men whose pride and greed led them to do terrible things. 
 

 

 

As horrible as this experience was for David, he remained steadfast in his faith.  He resolutely 

believed that God would vindicate him and all the righteous—even though David was still on 

the run when these things occurred.  If we believe in a righteous God, then we also know with 

certainty that the evil we see and experience today is certain to drive itself into extinction.   
 

 

 

What a great day it is when we finally realize that God’s justice is absolutely guaranteed.  Every 

unanswered question, every feeling of distress, every bit of disillusionment and pain will one day 

recede into oblivion.  And it will be replaced with God’s love and faithfulness.  So don’t despair 

because of evil; rejoice instead in the certainty that our God is always good and the time of his 

victory draws near.  If we will remain in his refuge, he will give us safety, victory, and peace. 
 

 

Patiently waiting, 

Patrick Barber 


