
Shocking Stories in Scripture              

Lesson 1: An Unthinkable Command      November 12, 2008 
 
Don’t forget to pray for the people on your outreach/evangelism list! We should do this each week. 

Try to save 15-20 minutes for your gender group prayers at the end of the lesson. 
 

We don’t have to read very far in Scripture to find things that seem almost unthinkable to us.  We find 

murder, perversion, treachery, and every kind of evil.  But it isn’t just the bad stuff that shocks us; 

sometimes God’s commands and teachings catch us by surprise and make us wonder if God is saying 

what it sounds like He’s saying.   

Q1. What are some of the shocking stories or commands that you can think of in Scripture? 

We will deal with some of these examples and more during this 6-week series.  Tonight, let’s begin by 

reading Gen. 22:1-18.  

Q2. What do you find shocking about this episode?  What makes it shocking? 

In the Ancient Near East, of which Abraham was a part, child sacrifice was known and practiced by 

some.  God would later tell His people, through Moses, that child sacrifice was an abomination, but 

there’s no evidence that Abraham knew God’s thoughts on the matter.  Still, it is a shocking command.  

Q3. How do you feel about Abraham after reading this episode? 

Q4. How do you feel about God after reading this episode? 

Q5. Why would God put Abraham through such an ordeal? 

Q6. Who among us feels like we’ve been severely tested by God as some point? 

Q7. Did anyone ever respond in anger?  If so, why, and what did you learn from that experience?  

Q8. Is it fair for God to push some of us harder than others?  Why or why not? 

We know that Abraham is lauded as a man of great faith for his willingness to sacrifice Isaac in Hebrews 

11:17-19.  

Q9. According to that passage, why was Abraham willing to go to such extremes to obey God? 

Q10. Do we believe that God will keep every promise He makes to us?  Why or why not? 

Q11. What are some of the things we have and value that God asks us to give up for Him? 

Q12. Why do we sometimes have a hard time risking these things? 

Q13. What is at the root of our fear? 

Abraham was able to obey God because of his faith in God’s faithfulness.  In other words, Abraham 

completely trusted God to keep His word.   

Q14.  How can we have more faith?  In other words, how can we grow to trust God more? 

Q15.  What issues/challenges are you facing right now that are putting a strain on your faith? 

 

Let’s spend the rest of our time together praying about those challenges. 

  

Please call your numbers in (268-2951) or email them to the office (office@wschurch.net) ASAP. 


