
Shocking Stories in Scripture              

Lesson 2: Showdown on Mt. Carmel      November 19, 2008 
 
Don’t forget to pray for the people on your outreach/evangelism list! We should do this each week. 
 

Whether it’s watching an athletic event, a reality show, or taking part in some kind of challenge, most of 

us like a good contest.  Very few of us, however, have ever been involved in a challenge that would end 

in the death of the loser.  In 1 Kings 18, we find Elijah in a “my-God-is-bigger-than-your-God” contest 

with a shocking outcome.  Let’s read this episode together.  (1 Kg 18:17-40) 

Q1. What was the problem that prompted Elijah to challenge Ahab’s prophets of Baal? 

Q2. Why would Ahab and Jezebel, the king and queen of the northern kingdom of Israel, support 

prophets of Baal and Asherah in the first place? 

Q3. Why is God so adamantly opposed to people worshipping other gods and looking to their 

prophets for guidance? 

Q4. How should we respond to charges of intolerance or exclusivism today? 

Q5. What was Elijah trying to accomplish through this challenge to the other prophets? 

Q6. How would you describe the actions of the prophets of Baal during this day-long challenge? 

It must take incredible dedication to go to such lengths.  After all, they not only prayed all day, but they 

also cut themselves and frenzied about in an attempt to get Baal’s attention.  They must have been 

sincere and dedicated.  At a minimum, they realized that a lot was at stake. 

Q7. Can sincerity and dedication guarantee our good standing before God?  Why or why not? 

Q8. What happened to the hundreds of false prophets of Baal at the end of this contest? 

There’s not much that is more shocking than seeing a man of God go out and slay hundreds of his 

enemies.  A lot of people today have trouble accepting a God who would allow this.  

Q9. Neither Jesus nor the Apostles ever taught their followers to kill their opponents.  Why would 

Elijah do such a thing? 

Q10. Why is this troubling to so many people? 

Q11. How does this story make you feel or think differently about God? 

God is a shepherd to His people.  A shepherd not only feeds his sheep and dresses their wounds, but he 

also fends off predators and fights for the safety of the flock. 

Q12. Does this view of God as shepherd help us deal with the violence in this story?  If so, how?  

Q13. What lessons can we learn about God’s expectations from this story? 

Idolatry is not dead, but it is deadly.  Let’s use the rest of our time to confess the ways we lean toward 

idolatry in our own lives, and let’s pray for one another tonight.  There is only one God, and He is a god 

of power who will fight for His people.  He is also a god who will fight against His enemies.  We get to 

choose upon which side of that line we will stand. 

Please call your numbers in (268-2951) or email them to the office (office@wschurch.net) ASAP. 


