
Shocking Stories in Scripture              

Lesson 3: A Foolish Vow             November 26, 2008 
 
Don’t forget to pray for the people on your outreach/evangelism list! We should do this each week. 

Q1. How many of us have ever made a vow or promise to God?  What was the occasion? 

Q2. If you were unable to keep your vow, what impact did that failure have on you? 

In the OT, we frequently find people making vows to one another and to God.  Some are kept; others 

are forgotten.  One thing that stands out in relation to those vows is the seriousness attached to them.  

Even the third commandment (Ex 20:7) speaks to the seriousness of calling on God in vain.  Tonight, 

let’s look at an episode that turns tragic because of a foolish vow.  Let’s read Judges 11:1-11, 29-40. 

Q3. Why did Jephthah make this vow in the first place? 

Q4. Is it wrong to make vows to the Lord?  Why or why not?  

Q5. When Jephthah realized that his daughter had to be sacrificed, did he have any options?  If so, 

what were they? 

Some scholars point out that Lev. 27:1-7 provides a way of escape for those who make rash vows.  

There was a provision that allowed people to be redeemed with money.  This would not apply to 

Jephthah for two reasons.  1) he specifically devoted the first thing to great him as a burnt offering to 

the Lord; 2) offerings devoted to the Lord could not be redeemed, according to Lev. 27:28-9.  There are 

frequent occurrences in the OT of enemies being devoted to the Lord.  This means that they were 

executed.  God did not, however, approve of human sacrifices according to Lev. 18:21; Deut. 12:31, and 

18:10.  It seems likely that Jephthah actually did offer his daughter as a burnt offering to God, as 

reprehensible as that is.  Some argue that he offered her to the Lord as a perpetual virgin, but there 

isn’t any real evidence of that.  The text says that after her 2 month period of mourning, she returned to 

her father who did according to his vow. 

Q6. If you had been in Jephthah’s shoes, what do you think you would have done?  Why? 

Q7. What do you think the consequences would have been for your actions?  Note that Jephthah 

continued to serve as a “judge” of Israel for the next six years with military success. 

As shocking and tragic as this story already is, some of you may be shocked even further after reading 

Hebrews 11:32, 39.   

Q8. How could Jephthah be listed here as a man of great faith?   

Q9. How does this make sense in light of the rash vow he made to God? 

We should remember that God never told Jephthah to make such a vow.  We should also note that 

Jephthah did many mighty things for the people of Israel.  This may be an episode that God provides to 

show us the incredible extent of His mercy.  We cannot fathom a person of faith putting a child to 

death.  It’s even hard to fathom how God could accept and continue to use such a man.   

Q10. How does God’s apparent response to Jephthah color the way we judge people who have done 

horrific things? 

Many of us have done some pretty terrible things that just aren’t as public as what Jephthah did.  In the 

safety and confidentiality of our groups, we have the opportunity to confess and pray about such things 

together.  Let’s use the remaining time together for prayer. 
 

 

Please call your numbers in (268-2951) or email them to the office (office@wschurch.net) ASAP. 


