
Shocking Stories in Scripture              

Lesson 5: Killer Words             December 10, 2008 
 
Don’t forget to pray for the people on your outreach/evangelism list! We should do this each week. 
 

Greed may have motivated Judas’s betrayal of Jesus, which we talked about last week, and it may have 

been a factor in the episode we will discuss tonight.  Let’s jump right into the text and read the familiar 

story of Ananias and Sapphira.  We’ll begin in Acts 4:32 and read through 5:11. 

 

Q1. What would have motivated the church in Jerusalem to practice this kind of communalism that 

we find described in 4:32-35?  

Q2. Were these Christians commanded to sell off things they owned and turn the proceeds over to 

the apostles for distribution?  Please defend your answer. 

 

Peter implies in 5:4 that to sell something and share it with the church was a voluntary act.  So…    

Q3. What did Ananias and Sapphira do that was so wrong?  

Q4. The text also says that Ananias and Sapphira lied to the Holy Spirit / God.  But, in what way did 

they lie? 

Q5. Why might Ananias and Sapphira have conspired to deceive the apostles about their profits? 

 

It is likely that Ananias and Sapphira’s sin involved breaking a vow or an agreement to give all their 

proceeds to the congregation when they decided to keep some of the money for themselves.     

Q6. What are some specific ways that we might commit similar vow-breaking sins? 

 

One important way that we might sin in similar fashion is when we break the vow that is implicit in 

our baptism.  

Q7. What vow is implicit in our baptism? 

Q8. How might we break the vow of giving our lives completely to Christ? 

 

Apparently, Ananias and Sapphira’s deaths were attributed to God’s power being displayed through 

the apostles.  Acts 5:15, 11, and 13 suggest that people were afraid of the apostles in some respects 

after these deaths. 

Q9. Why were the people so afraid after these deaths? 

Q10. Why would God execute such a severe judgment against this couple?  

Q11. How might the Jerusalem church have been impacted if God had ignored this couples’ sin? 

Q12. What consequences exist for Christians today who live hypocritical and deceitful lives? 

 

We may not believe that God will strike us down whenever we sin, but we should note that God takes 

honesty and righteousness seriously.  Holiness should be our prayer and our aim.  Let’s pray together. 

 

Please call your numbers in (268-2951) or email them to the office (office@wschurch.net) ASAP. 


