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Ever since God made a covenant with Abraham in Genesis 17, God has reminded His people that He 

was the God of every nation.  This did not keep the Jews from letting ideas of exclusivity inhibit their 

mission.  Even after Jesus came, the notion of a chosen people was still understood to mean being 

chosen to receive blessings, when God always intended it to mean chosen to be the carrier of blessings 

to the whole world.  Even the Apostle Peter struggled with the inclusion of Gentiles in the Christian 

faith.  Thankfully, the Lord opened his eyes.  Let’s read Acts 11:1-18.   

Q1. What accusation did the Jerusalem Christians raise against Peter? 

Q2. Why did they have a problem with him eating with the uncircumcised? 

Q3. At one point, Peter would have been in agreement with them.  So, what changed Peter’s mind? 

Q4. What convinced the Jerusalem Christians that Peter’s actions were righteous? 
 

If we didn’t know more of the church’s early history, we might think—based on Acts 10:18—that the 

inclusion of Gentiles into the church was smooth.  That, however, was not to be the case.  Many 

interpreters believe that Romans was written specifically to deal with conflict between Jewish and 

Gentile Christians in Rome.  If that’s the case, then we can see how serious a problem it was to try to 

have two different cultures worshipping and serving God together.  It spawned one of Paul’s most 

impressive letters.  We, being mostly Gentiles, may not see how this issue applies to us today, but it 

certainly does.  Let’s think about it together.   

Q5. What are some boundaries that still exist in our churches today? 

Q6. What are some boundaries that the church has overcome that you’ve noticed in your lifetime?  

Q7. How were those boundaries broken, and what was the result? 

Q8. How should we confront the obstacles or boundaries that continue to cause division? 

Q9. How can we tell the difference between a boundary erected by God and a false boundary made 

by people? 
 

Many interpreters today will argue that Galatians 3:28 should be a broadly-applied teaching by Paul 

that tears down all gender, socio-economic, racial, and cultural boundaries in the church.   

Q10. What do you think Paul means in Gal. 3:28, and how does that verse impact our discussion of 

boundaries in the life of the church? 

Q11. If you could single-handedly remove a man-made boundary that still exists in the church today, 

what would it be?  Why would you remove it? 
 

There certainly are man-made boundaries in our congregations that lead to ungodly divisions and that 

reduce the church’s ability to bring more people to God.  Knowing which boundaries are insisted upon 

by God and which ones are products of our own selfishness requires godly wisdom.  We ought to pray 

that God will continue to transform us so that we might know His good and perfect will.   
 

Dec. 24: no classes; Dec. 31: area-wide service at College Church of Christ 
 

Please call your numbers in (268-2951) or email them to the office (office@wschurch.net) ASAP. 


