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The Exodus of Israel 
 Hebrews 11:23-29 
 

Lesson One: Introduction 
 
An introductory view: 

Most, if not all, of us want something more out of life.  I doubt that any of us are completely 
satisfied with the status quo.  And we know that there are healthy wants and unhealthy wants.  We 
could say that there are godly desires and sinful desires.  So, what is it that you want more of in 
your life?  (take responses from the group every time there’s a question) 
 
One thing that we all should want more of is faith and a desire to be used by God.  This is a 
healthy and a godly desire.  But acquiring faith isn’t always neat and pretty.  And being used by 
God isn’t always as easy as we might think.  Sometimes we make mistakes and misjudgments 
along the way.  Such was the experience of one of the Bible’s great persons of faith – Moses.   
 
As we study about the Exodus of Israel from Egypt, we will learn a lot about God and about his 
creation.  We will also learn a lot about what it means to live in interaction with God with all the 
accompanying questions and disappointments.  But we will ultimately find that living with God is 
the only way we find safety, peace, and salvation.  There is more to the Exodus than the stories we 
tell our children, and I hope that we will honor God with the knowledge we gain from our time 
together and the service that it leads us to perform.   
 
Looking at life through the Word: 

Although our study will focus on the Exodus as recounted in Exodus chapters 2-15, we will begin 
tonight with a view of the Exodus taken from Hebrews 11:23-29.  (read it together)   
� What theme recurs time and time again in this passage?  (faith) 
� Faith will be one of the recurring issues as we study the Exodus of Israel from Egypt. 
� From your prior knowledge, can you think of any part of the Exodus event that showed a lack 

of faith on anyone’s part?  
� A lack of faith will also be one of the recurring themes we find as we study the Exodus!  But we 

shouldn’t be surprised to find that faith often ebbs and flows, especially when we face some 
perceived crisis in our lives. 

� At what times in your life have you felt burdened, abused, overwhelmed, and in need of God’s 
deliverance? 

� When have you found it most difficult to have faith in God and His promises?  
� Many people would consider Moses to be a hero of faith.  Have you ever wanted to be a hero?  
� Has anyone here ever done anything heroic?  If so, what was it and what did you learn from 

the experience? 
� Most “heroes” will tell you that their experience was not as thrilling and satisfying as some 

might think.  What are some challenges that come with doing something heroic?  
� Who is the real hero in the Exodus event?  (God)    
 
Hopefully this study will remind us of God’s love, his power, and His trustworthiness. 
 
Seeing your way to greater faith: 

As we near the end of our time together tonight, consider the ways in which you live “by faith.”  
What decisions are you currently faced with that call for trust in God?  If the decisions are difficult, 
how will you decide what to do?  Take these questions with you tonight, and talk to God about 
them.  Ask for His help.  We hope that this study with this group will be one way that He answers 
your prayer.   
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The Exodus of Israel 
 Exodus 2:11-22 
 

Lesson Two: A Zealous Failure 
 
An introductory view: 

We’ve all heard the saying “Timing is everything,” and our experiences tell us that this 
adage is frequently true.  Timing is significant in our relationships, in our financial plans, and in our 
experiences in the work force.  Who here has ever been embarrassed by bad timing?  Let’s hear 
some examples. 

Have we ever considered how timing can have a monumental impact on our spiritual 
journey?  Sometimes we can have great plans, and we can be zealous to do good works in the 
name of Jesus, but if we are not in synch with God’s timing, we may fail.  Tonight, we’ll see a real 
life example of this. 
  
Looking at life through the Word: 

Our real life example comes from Exodus 2:11-22.  This is the familiar story of Moses who, when 
he was about 40 years old (Acts 7:23), tried to initiate a rebellion of some sort that was intended to 
deliver the Israelites from their Egyptian oppressors (Acts 7:25).  Let’s read Ex. 2:11-15 together. 

� What motivated Moses to intercede in a way that led to this Egyptian’s death? 

� How do you feel when you see injustice around you? 

� What are some examples of injustice that you’ve witnessed in your life? 

� Should Christians be concerned about physical, social, political, or economic injustices?  Defend 
your view. 

� How do you think God felt about the oppression and mistreatment of his people in Egypt? 

� Assuming that Moses shared many of God’s concerns for the Israelites, what was wrong with 
Moses’ response to injustice?  Why did he fail? 
� At least one reason for his failure was that he moved completely on his own initiative.  His 

zeal superseded his wisdom and insight from God. 

� Have you ever failed in an effort to do something good?  Tell us about that experience.  What 
caused your efforts to fail? 

� What’s the difference between self-confidence and faith? 

� How do we feel about God when we fail in our attempts to do good?  What kinds of questions 
and/or doubts do we have? 

� How should we deal with these good-intentioned failures in life? 

� How can we avoid the mistakes that Moses made in this passage so we don’t fail?  

� Verses 16-22 tell us that Moses went on to get married, have children, and work as a shepherd 
for his father-in-law.  Can’t you imagine how different that lifestyle was than when Moses lived 
as the grandson of the king of Egypt!  How might this change have impacted Moses’ attitude? 

 
Seeing your way to greater faith: 

Think some more about this episode in the life of Moses and consider whether there are areas in 
your life that you’ve planned or organized without God’s input.  Judge whether or not you are 
ministering according to God’s will and His timing.  James 1:5-6 tells us that God will give us 
wisdom if we ask in faith.  And we all need wisdom if we are going to avoid the pitfalls of blind 
zeal.  If we’ve experienced a failure like Moses, let’s watch our attitudes so that we don’t give up on 
God.  Let’s pray for wisdom, guidance, and patience as we try to serve God in daily service to those 
around us.  Also, consider how you might work to battle some injustice that you are aware of.  If 
we don’t care about the physical, emotional, and spiritual pains of those around us, then we are 
not very much like the God of the Bible.  Next week, we will see this truth very clearly. 
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The Exodus of Israel 
 Exodus 2:23-3:22 
 

Lesson Three: The Announcement of God’s Plan 
 
An introductory view: 

Battling injustice, praying for wisdom, discerning God’s timing—that was a lot to deal with last 
week!  We definitely have roles to play in God’s work in this world, but sometimes we get too 
caught up in ourselves and forget that we are supposed to follow God’s lead.  Who believes that 
God has a plan for us as a group and as individuals?  What do you think that plan might be?  Do 
you think you’d be more likely to act in faith if God actually spoke to us tonight and vocalized His 
plan?  Why or why not?  Let’s consider what happened one time when God did speak.     
 
Looking at life through the Word: 

In Exodus 2:23-3:22, we learn that Moses wasn’t the only one concerned about the plight of the 
Israelites in Egypt.  Let’s read Exodus 2:23-3:12 together. [You can read to the end of ch. 3 if you 
prefer.  Everyone should read the passage before they come if they’re following the “Personal 
Perspectives” guide you’re providing each week.  Encourage everyone to come prepared!] 

� What does this passage teach us about God? 

� What was the connection between God’s covenant with Abraham and the groaning of the 
Israelites? 

� What promises has God made to us that we’re still waiting for?  

� How are you impacted by the knowledge that God hears, sees, and understands our troubles? 

� What was God’s plan for His people—the Israelites—in this case? 
� Notice that not only were they going to be delivered from bondage, but they were going to 

plunder the Egyptians in the process (Ex. 3:22)! 

� Consider this event from Moses’ position.  Moses had to wait 40 years before he got the 
assistance from God that he was looking for.  Then, when God offered it, Moses didn’t want to 
be involved!  Why not? 

� If you were Moses, what might you have been thinking as God spoke to you? 

� Do you think God knows your name?  Do you think He is as intimately aware of your problems 
and struggles as He was of the Israelites’?  How does that knowledge impact your faith? 

� What kinds of struggles and challenges is God concerned with as He looks down on His people 
today? 

� What is one struggle or challenge that you are currently facing?  Do you believe God will help 
you?  Why or why not? 
� Not everyone is willing to be open and honest about personal struggles, but this group may 

be an avenue of help that God is making available for you right now.   

� How does God interact with His people today? 

� What can we do to make ourselves open and ready so that God can work in our lives and help 
us work in the lives of others?  

 
Seeing your way to greater faith: 

We all need to evaluate our own expectations of God.  Are they biblical?  Are they selfish, or are 
they modeled after God’s own mission of service and sacrifice?  Let’s continue to think and pray 
throughout the coming week about how God is trying to work in our lives and in the lives of those 
around us.  Let’s pray for open doors to help the hurting so that we can introduce God to them in 
all His glory.  Keep these things in mind as we pray together tonight, and let’s also pray for help 
with the struggles we shared earlier.  Remember, people all around us are still hurting and groping 
for God.  But God still has plans for His people, and you may be the Moses God is calling on!     
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The Exodus of Israel 
 Exodus 4:1-17 
 

Lesson Four: Excuses and “What ifs?” 
 
An introductory view: 

We’ve all been in situations where we’ve felt like we needed to make excuses to get out of trouble, 
explain some failure, or avoid responsibility.  What are some situations in which we make excuses, 
and what are some common excuses we give or hear others give?  In last week’s text, Moses was 
called by God to liberate the Israelites.  Tonight, we’ll consider Moses’ reaction to that challenge, 
and we’ll evaluate the similarities between Moses and ourselves.      
 
Looking at life through the Word: 

� Let’s read Ex. 4:1-17 together. 

� We know from reading the text last week that Moses began to question God in Ex. 3:11, 13, 
even though God said that He, Himself, would deliver the people from Egypt.  And we see from 
tonight’s text that Moses continues to question God’s judgment and make excuses to avoid this 
task.  What excuses does Moses make to avoid this responsibility? 

� Why wasn’t Moses eager to serve as God’s messenger?  What motivated his excuses? 

� If you were in Moses’ position, what thoughts would have been going through your mind?  How 
would you have evaluated the task God gave you?  What considerations would have been part 
of your decision-making process? 

� Now let’s apply some of these same considerations to our own ministries.  We all know that 
every Christian is a minister, and every Christian has been graced with a gift from God to be 
used in kingdom service.  So, every one of us should have a ministry of some sort or another.  
What ministry role does God have in mind for you?  Let’s each tell what our role/s is.   
� If we can’t identify our ministries of service, then we should recognize that as a problem.  If 

we don’t know what our godly calling is, then we should be studying, praying, and 
consulting with godly people to figure it out.  God expects our lives to promote His kingdom. 

� How many of us believe we are currently fulfilling God’s intended purpose for our lives?  In 
other words, how many of us have accepted God’s invitation to serve and are actively pursuing 
godly goals?   

� None of us are perfect, and we all have room to improve.  In what ways have you been 
avoiding full devotion to God’s plan for your life?  What questions, problems, or situations are 
getting in the way of your ministry of service?  It will help if we share these with each other.   

� Even though Moses saw miraculous signs and heard the voice of the Lord God, he still made 
excuses to avoid the mission God prepared for him.  What specific excuses are we making?   

� Do our excuses show a lack of faith in ourselves or in God?    

� Do we have to be self-confident in order to serve faithfully?  Defend your answer. 

� What is it that you need in order for you to allow God to use your life more fully for His cause? 

� What spiritual resources did Moses have at his disposal?  What resources do we have today?  
 
Seeing your way to greater faith: 

It’s often uncomfortable to really give ourselves a good self-examination.  But unless we know were 
we are, it’s really hard to get to where we want to be.  God isn’t happy with us when we short-
change His ability and willingness to work through us.  We each need to continue to prayerfully 
discern the ways God is trying to use us, and then we need to get to it!  We’re working by His 
power, not our own.  And as we serve and minister, we should remember that God leads us along 
and never leaves us.  So let’s make tonight the beginning of a new chapter of service in our lives.  
Let’s leave the excuses behind, and let’s be about the work of the Lord.  
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The Exodus of Israel 
 Exodus 4:18-31 
 

Lesson Five: A Troublesome Beginning  
(all together at the building) 
 
Since this is Spring Break week for many of us, I thought it would be a good idea to all meet 
together for class in the auditorium.  But, if people in your group aren’t impacted by Spring Break 
and you’d prefer to meet as you normally would, then go ahead.   
 
Either Lester Allen or Patrick Barber will teach the auditorium class.  We will work through Exodus 
4:18-31. 
 
Discussion Questions: 

� (v. 18) What do you find odd about Moses’ question to Jethro?  Does this signify a lack of trust 
in God?  Does this signify a deceitful excuse to gain Jethro’s permission to leave? 

� (v. 20) Moses was eighty years old at this time.  We have no idea how old his children were.  
Do you find it interesting that Moses took his wife and children back to Egypt with him? 
� To what extent should we include our spouse and children in our ministries? 
� What role should safety play in our ministry to God? 

� (vv. 21-3) It’s interesting that Moses is eventually supposed to tell Pharaoh that since Pharaoh 
won’t free God’s children, then God will kill Pharaoh’s firstborn son.  God knew what would 
happen all along, because He knew that Pharaoh’s heart was hard.     
� Pharaoh’s hard heart is mentioned a number of times throughout the Exodus account.  Half 

the time, the text says that Pharaoh hardened his own heart.  The other half of the times, 
the text says that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart. 

� What do you make of God’s statement that He would harden Pharaoh’s heart? 

� (vv. 24-26) This is a very challenging passage.  Even the original language leaves things 
somewhat nebulous.  For example, it isn’t completely clear if the Lord intends to kill Moses or 
his uncircumcised son.   
� Notice the importance of “role players.”  In sports, you have star players and you have role 

players.  The role players don’t get a lot of attention or accolades, but they play roles 
necessary to the success of their teams.  In this case, Zipporah plays a significant role.  Is it 
possible for us to be beneficial to God’s mission without making the headlines?  What are 
some good ministries you know about that we can be involved in that may not get much 
attention? 

� The text gives us very few details about the cause of God’s anger.  We can assume that it 
was the lack of circumcision.  Also notice that God was ready to apply the same justice to 
Moses that He had in store for Pharaoh if Moses proved unfaithful. 

� Are we protected from God’s righteous wrath just because we might know the right 
information?   

� (vv. 27-31) Apparently, Aaron never left Egypt.  It’s interesting that Aaron speaks to the people 
and performs the signs of God instead of Moses.  What advantages might Aaron have that 
Moses lacked? 
� More fluency with the Egyptian language.  We can assume that Moses hadn’t used the 

language regularly in 40 years. 
� More report/regard with the people.  While these people could easily have known Aaron, 

Moses would have been a complete stranger by this time.  A generation has passed. 
� What led to the people’s belief?   
� What led the people to worship?  

� Next week, we will meet back in our homes, and we will discuss lessons from Ex. 5:1-6:9. 
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The Exodus of Israel 
 Exodus 5:1-6:9 
 

Lesson Six: Faith Threatened by Fear  
 
An introductory view: 

In previous weeks, we’ve talked about some of the challenges of being faithful and taking part in 
God’s ministry to His creation.  We’d like to think that being faithful guarantees smooth sailing, but 
we know that the opposite is often true.  What are the potential responses we can have to 
adversity in our lives?  Tonight, we’ll see what happened when Moses’ ministry hits a major snag.      
 
Looking at life through the Word: 

� Let’s read Exodus 5:1-6:9 together. 

� It would have been an economic and political disaster for Pharaoh to let the enslaved Israelites 
leave Egypt.  Moses, Aaron, and the Israelites surely knew this was the case.  So it should not 
have been a surprise to hear the Pharaoh respond negatively to their request.  But they may 
not have expected Pharaoh to increase the hardships of the people.  Why do you think the 
Pharaoh increased the Israelites’ hardships? 

� What effects did the increased hardships have on the Israelites? 

� Why were the Israelites despairing?    

� Is it possible that we misjudge the motives and concerns of oppressed people in our own 
culture?  When we see people who are socially, economically, or educationally oppressed, how 
do we often explain their situations?     

� Is it possible that some people do not have the opportunities or the resources to free 
themselves from poverty or injustice?  Defend your answer. 

� What role should Christians like us play in the assistance of the oppressed?     

� Did you notice the blame game happening in this passage?  Who blamed whom in this text?   

� Have any of you ever faced adversity because of your faith?  If so, in what way? 

� How do you respond when an act of faith brings increased hardship and adversity?  

� The Israelites probably agreed with Moses’ previous assessment of God’s plan: the task was too 
big for them.  They were too small and weak; Egypt was too big and powerful.  What elements 
of God’s mission to the world do we look at today with the same defeatist attitude? 

� How did God respond to Moses complaints and questions?   

� What evidence did God give to reassure Moses and the Israelites?  What were His promises? 

� What are some experiences you’ve had that have challenged or threatened your faith? 

� How many of us ever complain to God or question Him?  How does God respond to our 
complaints or questions? 

� What evidence do we have as Christians that should help to solidify our faith?  What has God 
promised us? 

� In 6:9, how did the Israelites respond to God’s message brought to them by Moses? 

� How can we avoid the despondency felt by the Israelites?   
 
Seeing your way to greater faith: 

When we face setbacks or adversity, we may find ourselves questioning elements of our faith.  It is 
important not to give in to doubts; instead, we should recall the promises and faithfulness of God.  
He hasn’t forgotten us, our concerns, or our needs.  As Christians, we must examine whether or 
not we share this attribute of God.  Do we care about the needs and concerns of the downtrodden 
and oppressed who live around us?  Do we treat them the way we want God to treat us?  Let’s find 
ways to help the oppressed experience the love and mercy of God through our actions this week.     
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The Exodus of Israel 
 Exodus 6:28-8:15 
 

Lesson Seven: Three Miracles are Matched 
 
An introductory view: 

We’ve all heard the saying “Ignorance is bliss.”  I believe this is only true if you’re ignorant of your 
ignorance!  In other words, most people don’t like feelings of doubt.  We like to have answers.  
Because the human drive for knowledge is so strong, there are countless people and places to 
which we can turn to find answers.  Other than to God and the Bible, where do we sometimes turn 
when we have questions?  In tonight’s text, we’ll see that there have always been powerful people 
and forces that compete with God for our allegiance.        
 
Looking at life through the Word: 

� Let’s read Ex. 7:8-8:15.  If you prefer, and people haven’t read ahead of time, you may want to 
back up and start reading in 6:28. 

� According to 7:3, God intended to “multiply” his sings and wonders in Egypt.  Why do you think 
God took all these small steps, especially if He knew that Pharaoh’s heart was hard? 
� 7:5 says that God wanted the Egyptians to know that He was the Lord. 

� What does this teach us about God and His nature? 

� How is this relevant for the ways we represent God to the people around us? 

� In tonight’s passage, we read about three miracles that God performed in order to compel 
Pharaoh to comply with God’s command.  How did Pharaoh respond to the miracle of the staff 
and the miraculous plagues of blood and frogs?   

� How do you think Pharaoh was impacted by the fact that his own magicians could perform 
these same 3 miraculous acts? 

� What was it that convinced Pharaoh that he was in no danger from Moses, Aaron, or their God? 

� Do we ever make the mistake of putting our faith and reliance in someone or something other 
than God?  In what ways do we sometimes put our faith in someone/thing other than God? 

� What are our (or our society’s) substitutes for God? 

� What are the usual results of misplaced faith? 

� Is it possible to find relief even if we don’t look to God for help or guidance? 
� Yes, it is possible, but the relief is usually temporary and incomplete.  

� What are some things that God can give us that we can’t get anywhere else? 

� How much value do we place on these things? 

� What will happen to people who never find access to the things that only God can give? 

� What can you and I do to help the people around us know that the Lord alone is God and that 
He alone can meet all our needs?  Let’s talk about specific steps you and I can take.  

� Notice that when Pharaoh got the relief he was looking for, he again became disinterested in 
God and God’s expectations.  How do we keep from making the same mistake? 

 
Seeing your way to greater faith: 

We, as people of faith, have to remember that God, and only God, can supply all our needs.  But 
we have to be aware that the world is constantly bombarding us with messages that deny this fact.  
Each of us needs to take some time and evaluate our lives to see where we place our faith.  Are we 
truly relying on God, or have we bought into the same lie that Pharaoh believed?  Are we willing to 
settle for a weak substitute, or are we unsatisfied unless we are living within the grace and power 
of the Lord?  This week, consider ways to increase your reliance on God, and try to actually make 
the changes that are necessary for you to live more fully by faith.   
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The Exodus of Israel 
 Exodus 8:16-11:10 
 

Lesson Eight: God’s Sovereignty on Display 
 
An introductory view: 

I’ll assume that we believe in God.  And I’ll assume that most of us believe that God is active in the 
world today.  Yet, sometimes we get so caught up in daily living that we don’t notice all the ways 
God has impacted our lives.  But sometimes we witness or experience something so magnificent 
that we think, “Only God could have done this!”  Have you ever experienced something so 
overwhelming that you felt certain that God was involved?  If so, what was that experience?  Why 
do you attribute it to God?  In tonight’s lesson, we’ll see God’s power on display, and we’ll discuss 
the various responses we can make to God and the motivations behind some of those responses.        
 
Looking at life through the Word: 

� Let’s read Ex. 8:16-24 together.  (We’ll read another section later in the lesson.) 

� Why did Pharaoh’s magicians finally believe that God was at work? 

� What other explanations might have been given as the cause of these plagues? 
� Many skeptics still believe that the plagues were simply natural phenomenon. 

� Both the Egyptians and the Hebrews/Israelites were impacted by the first three plagues.  How 
did that change when God sent swarms of insects (8:22)?  Why was this distinction significant? 

� From your own reading, you know that Pharaoh continued to defy God’s command, so God 
continued to send plagues of insects, death of livestock, boils, hail, locusts, darkness, and death 
of all the firstborn. 

� Without discussing the death of the firstborn right now, what do you think it would have been 
like to witness or live through these plagues?  What impact would these plagues have made on 
your life? 

� Did you notice how Pharaoh constantly wanted to negotiate the terms with Moses and Aaron, 
but he never wanted to fully comply with God’s instructions?  We, of course, can make the 
same foolish mistake today.  What is one example from your life in which you try to negotiate 
with God rather than completely complying with His commands?  

� What lesson do we learn from Pharaoh’s mistake?  What will be the outcome of our attempted 
negotiations with God? 

� Let’s read 11:1-10 together. 

� Is there anything more devastating than the loss of a child?  For the Egyptians as well as the 
Hebrews, the firstborn son carried special significance and symbolized the continuation of the 
family.  Why would God bring about the death of all the firstborn of the Egyptians? 

� How do we think and feel about this plague?  How does it make you feel about God?  Why?  

� Is anything more important than human life?  If so, what is it? 
� According to God, obedience to His will is more important than physical life.  We need to 

understand that the Egyptians believed Pharaoh was a god, and the gods had power over 
life and death.  In this situation, God had to demonstrate that He alone was sovereign. 

� If we believe in God’s power and His sovereignty, how will that belief impact the way we live? 
 
Seeing your way to greater faith: 

God alone is sovereign.  Whether we choose to acknowledge His power and lordship is up to us, 
but severe consequences await us if we choose to rebel against God’s way.  Let’s search ourselves 
for pockets of weakness and areas of life from which we have denied God access.  Let’s do 
whatever is necessary to fully submit to His will, and let’s share our decision with one person this 
week.  That’s a huge step for most of us, but we can do it!  And the world needs us to do it. 
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The Exodus of Israel 
 Exodus 12:1-28 
 

Lesson Nine: The Passover Prescribed  
 
An introductory view: 

When tragedies and disasters take place around us, we often think about our own mortality.  When 
we witness the devastation of natural disasters like hurricanes and tornadoes, when we think of the 
millions of innocent children impacted by aids, when death seems to stalk those we know and love, 
we can feel helpless and insignificant in the grand scheme of things.  When the Israelites heard 
what God had in store for all the firstborn, they must have been terrified.  What questions would 
you have been asking if you were a Hebrew on the eve of this final deadly plague?      
 
Looking at life through the Word: 

� Tonight, we will look at God’s plan to save His people from the final plague, and we’ll consider 
the significance of the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 

� Let’s read Ex. 12:1-28 together. 

� Notice that the exodus event was so significant that God changed the Hebrew calendar!  The 
Jews would go on to have a religious calendar that began in the spring and a civil calendar that 
began in the fall.  In what ways have we made significant changes in our lives that reflect the 
fact that we, as Christians, have been saved by God?  What markers serve as reminders for us? 

� The blood that was smeared on the lintel and doorposts was a sign that the people within that 
house were faithful.  It was also a reminder to the people that their freedom did not come 
without sacrifice.  In what ways does your faith involve sacrifice? 

� While we haven’t talked about it during this study, many people point out that each of the 
plagues could have been used to show God’s power over different Egyptian deities (false gods).  
Verse 12 seems to support that view.  What was God trying to prove by killing the firstborn 
throughout the land of Egypt?  How could this impact the Egyptians’ faith in their false gods?   

� What emotions would the Israelites have experienced as they awaited the arrival of the Lord 
that night?  If you had experienced that night with the Israelites, how would it have changed 
the way you think about God?  What words would you use to describe God? 

� Today, Christians talk almost exclusively about God’s love, compassion, and grace.  Rarely do 
we hear or talk about God’s justice, judgment, vengeance, or holiness.  We should be talking 
about all these things.  What are the consequences of being lopsided in our view of God? 

� In v. 24, God said that the Israelites would observe Passover and the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread as an ongoing ordinance.  What was the purpose of this yearly ritual?   

� What rituals do Christians have that help us remember how God has saved us? 

� Compare and contrast the Lord’s Supper with the Passover feast.   

� How important is it for Christian parents to pass on spiritual teachings and traditions to their 
children?  What happens when families ignore these responsibilities?  What role does the 
church have in helping parents and families educate and train their children in righteousness? 

 
Seeing your way to greater faith: 

When it comes to our salvation, who really does the heavy lifting—us or God?  When God tells us 
that He will spare us if we believe and obey Him, then we really need to listen.  Under the new 
covenant, God has replaced the tedious rules and rituals that the Jews had with a law written on 
our hearts (Jeremiah 31:33; Hebrews 8:10).  But we still have to live obediently.  The Passover 
story shows us that God is both gracious and just.  In what ways are you still not as obedient as 
you need to be?  If the Lord comes your way tonight, will you be spared?  If so, how will you 
commemorate that blessing?         
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The Exodus of Israel 
 Exodus 12:29-41 
 

Lesson Ten: The Exodus of Israel / Pharaoh Relents 
 

An introductory view: 

Before we’re willing to follow God and obey His instructions, we often want to be sure that God 
deserves our faith/trust.  Not only is God aware of that, but God also wants us to know that He is 
faithful/trustworthy.  In tonight’s lesson, we’ll see how faith or faithfulness was demonstrated in the 
actions of God, Israel, and Pharaoh.  How many of us are the kind of people who need to see 
things before we’ll believe them?      
 
Looking at life through the Word: 

� Let’s read Ex. 12:29-41 together.  Consider how God kept His promises to the Israelites. 

� How many of us have ever had times in life when we weren’t sure if we could trust God or not? 

� What was it that made us question whether God would be faithful to His promises? 

� Consider Pharaoh’s example; he was really hard-headed.  Why do you think it took the loss of 
his firstborn son before Pharaoh allowed all the Israelites to leave Egypt with their possessions? 

� Who among us had to be broken before we would obey God?  What finally convinced you to 
believe God and offer Him your obedience?  

� When God first revealed His plan to the Israelites through Moses, what promises did God make? 
� Deliver the people out of Egypt 
� The people would plunder the Egyptians 
� The people would inherit the promised land of Canaan  

� Which of those promises would have seemed unlikely to the Israelite slaves?  

� To this point in the story, has God shown Himself to be trustworthy?  How? 

� When God delivered the Israelites, was His deliverance partial or complete? 

� What promises has God made to us regarding deliverance from bondage and sin? 

� How can we know that God will be faithful/trustworthy regarding those promises? 

� What promises have we as Christians already received? 

� We were once slaves to sin, but because of God’s grace, we who are Christians have been 
made children of the King!  How does this change in status impact the way you live?  How are 
your responsibilities different now compared to when you lived in service to sin and self? 

� In what ways might our lives still reflect a level of disbelief in God’s power to overthrow evil?  In 
what ways does weak faith keep us from giving ourselves completely to the way of living God 
expects from us?   

 
Seeing your way to greater faith: 

None of us want to be like Pharaoh who endured tragedy before he would give in to God’s 
commands.  We’d rather be like the Israelites who, even though their knowledge and faith was 
limited, still obeyed God and were delivered by His power and grace.  Let’s ask ourselves, “What 
part of my life have I cordoned off with yellow tape reading ‘God: Keep Out!’?”  Whatever part of 
our lives that we have refused to turn over to God must be sacrificed for God’s use.  Look at how 
God treated the Israelites!  He loved them enough to come down and deliver them from the 
Egyptians.  If we ever think, “Oh, I wish God would do that for me,” we need to remind ourselves 
that He already has through the coming of Christ and the sending of His Holy Spirit.  Again, how 
will our lives reflect a level of trust and faith that God our deliverer deserves?  Let’s continue to be 
reflective and prayerful so that we give God honor and so that we give those around us the 
opportunity to join us in the house of God. 
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The Exodus of Israel 
 Exodus 13:1-16 
 

Lesson Eleven: The Consecration of the Firstborn 
 
An introductory view: 

We tend to be a forgetful people.  Our lives are so busy and our schedules are so overloaded that 
sometimes we forget to pause long enough to remember what God has done for us.  In what ways 
do you stop and reflect upon God’s work in your life?  Do you schedule time for this sort of thing?  
Is it important for us to take time to remember God’s work in our lives?  In tonight’s text, we’ll see 
that God instituted practices among the Israelites that would remind them of their relationship to 
Him.    
 
Looking at life through the Word: 

� Let’s read Ex. 13:1-16 together. 

� What was God’s purpose in having the Israelites sanctify the firstborn of man and beast to 
Himself? 

� What does it mean to sanctify something? 
� Devote, consecrate, set aside for a special use 

� How was this an act of sacrifice on the part of the Israelites?  How did it require faith? 
� In an agrarian culture, giving up the firstborn was giving up all they had until an additional 

birth took place.  This was a great act of faith.   They had to have faith that God would 
continue to give them offspring. 

� How is God’s expectation of devotion/consecration different for Christians? 
� We are all to devote our lives to God.  We might say that the law of the firstborn has been 

replaced with the law of all the re-born. 

� The Israelites consecrated their firstborn because God brought them out of Egyptian slavery.  In 
what similar ways has God blessed us? 

� What does God expect from us in return for His gracious promises and blessings?  

� We can tell from tonight’s text that it was assumed that the Israelite children would see their 
parents engaged in religious activities.  What religious activities do you take part in that cause 
your children or other people to inquire about them?   

� When people see you engaging in these activities, what kinds of questions do they ask?  How 
do your respond to their questions? 

� Does God intend for our religious expression and spirituality to be entirely personal and 
individualistic?  Explain and defend your response. 

� What in your life could be used as evidence to show that you live as if you’ve been sanctified—
set apart—to God? 

 
Seeing your way to greater faith: 

If nobody ever sees us taking part in spiritual activities, then we are missing out on a wonderful 
method that allows us to introduce God to those who don’t know Him.  If we died tonight and a 
biographer interviewed all the people who live, work, and worship with us, how would they 
describe our lives?  Would they identify us first and foremost as loving servants?  Would they be 
surprised to find out that we were Christians?  Would they have stories to tell about how they saw 
Christ living in us?  We should consider these things because of our deep appreciation for the 
blessings of God.  We do have an important role to play in God’s kingdom, but let’s not ever think 
that we rely on our own power.  God is at work within us to accomplish His will.  Let’s continue to 
discover ways that we can consecrate ourselves to God’s service so that God can be glorified 
through us!        
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The Exodus of Israel 
 Exodus 13:17-14:12 
 

Lesson Twelve: God’s Leadership in Question 
 
An introductory view: 

Our challenge last week was to specify ways we could further consecrate ourselves to God’s work.  
How many of us actually made an effort in this regard?  Did anyone talk to someone about God 
during the week?  Did anyone have a negative experience as a result of your efforts?  If so, what 
happened?  We all know that being a committed disciple always involves sacrifice and often 
involves persecution.  When we try to do the right thing and something happens to make us think 
that God has let us down, how will we respond?  Tonight we will see how the Israelites fared in just 
this kind of situation.       
 
Looking at life through the Word: 

� Let’s read Ex. 13:17-14:12 together. 

� What would you have thought and felt if you were there to witness the pillars of cloud and fire? 

� What was God’s use of the pillars of cloud and fire communicating to the people? 

� Don’t you think you would have been impressed by God’s display of power through the plagues 
and now through His miraculous method of guiding the people out of Egypt? 

� If you were an Israelite, would you want to take the scenic route out of Egypt or would you 
prefer to get out as quickly as possible?  What would you have thought when you realized that 
you were wandering back and forth to the point that onlookers thought you were “wandering 
aimlessly”? (Ex. 14:1-3) 

� Have you ever experienced a situation in which you felt like God either didn’t know what was 
happening in your life or He just didn’t care that things were going horribly wrong?  What was 
that situation, and why did you feel that way? 

� Why would God care whether or not the Egyptians knew that He was the Lord? (14:4) 

� When the Israelites saw the Egyptian army approaching, they became terrified and complained 
about being led out of Egypt.  Why did they prefer to live as slaves in Egypt rather than to take 
the perceived risk necessary to receive God’s promises?  How can we explain their response? 

� What promises of God might we be overlooking or ignoring because we’d rather feel safe and 
satisfied with the status quo of our lives? 

� In what ways has “safety” become an idol for us?  In other words, how do our concerns for 
safety keep us from fulfilling our Christian mission to take the good news to everyone? 

� Why do you think the Israelites seemed to have so little faith in God even after all they 
miraculous deeds they had witnessed? 

� In what situations do you still struggle to walk by faith?   

� When do you question God’s leadership? 

� How can we remain faithful even when we don’t understand what God is doing?    
 
Seeing your way to greater faith: 

Please take some time this week to consider all the great things that God has done for you.  Be 
grateful for your blessings!  Then also take the time to consider the times you’ve felt let down by 
God.  If you’re able to look back on those episodes after some time has passed, have you been 
able to find any lessons that God taught you through those challenges?  If so, think about people 
you know who are struggling right now.  Make the time to share your strength with someone who 
needs help this week.  God relies on you and me to be engaged in hands-on service like this.     
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The Exodus of Israel 
 Exodus 14:13-31 
 

Lesson Thirteen: Salvation through God’s Victory 
 
An introductory view: 

Have you ever been driving down a dirt or gravel road full of bumps and potholes?  If so, how do 
you feel when you finally hit pavement again?  Doesn’t it feel good to be back on smooth, even 
terrain where you can relax a little more and enjoy the ride?  If you think about it, sometimes our 
spiritual journey feels awfully bumpy and rough—much like an old dirt road.  Sometimes, we just 
can’t wait to get back to a feeling of stability.  I imagine that the Israelites had this experience as 
they were leaving Egypt.  Tonight, we’ll have a chance to see how the Israelites’ journey took them 
on a path through the sea.         
 
Looking at life through the Word: 

� We’ve reached the climax of the Exodus event!  Let’s read Exodus 14:13-31 together.    

� After reading such a powerful, dramatic account, what is your initial response?  What would 
have gone through your mind as you witnessed this miraculous event?   

� What lessons should the Israelites have learned from the event at the sea? 

� What does this text teach us about God?   

� In what ways can we follow the example set by God in this text?   

� What part did Israel play in their salvation from the Egyptians? 

� Can we be saved apart from God’s victory?  How does this impact the way we approach life? 

� How much do we have to know or how strong does our faith have do be in order for God to 
deliver us? 

� How does God’s power and concern for His people today compare to His power and concern for 
the Israelites?  How do you know? 

� We aren’t fleeing an Egyptian army, but what do we need to be delivered from in our lives? 

� Where do we turn for deliverance, and how can we be sure that salvation is possible? 

� We’ve read about a lot of miraculous events as we’ve studied the Exodus of Israel.  Do you 
really believe that God did all those things?  Why or why not? 

� To what extent was God faithful to His promises to Israel?  What can we expect God to do 
regarding His promises to us?   

� How does our expectation of God’s faithfulness impact our commitment to follow Him? 
 
Seeing your way to greater faith: 

We are abundantly blessed in so many ways!  Through our study, we’ve learned that God loves us 
so much.  He knows about our struggles, and He reaches down to deliver us.  And He does all this 
even though we don’t deserve it.  He does it because He loves us.  The lessons learned from 
tonight’s text should challenge us to realize the depth of God’s love and the extent of His power.  
Consider the challenges you are currently facing, and consider which of those challenges are too 
big for God to handle.  What sea does God need to part in order for you to trust Him more?  I 
suspect that if you look back through your life, you’ll find that God has parted more than one sea 
for you along the way.  If you’re currently standing on the banks of a seemingly impossible 
challenge, turn your troubles over to God and pray for His deliverance.  And whether you’re mired 
in a struggle right now or not, constantly look for ways to act like God among those who are in 
despair.  The poor, the weak, the oppressed, and those who don’t know about God’s deliverance 
are all around us. 
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The Exodus of Israel 
 Exodus 15:1-19 
 

Lesson Fourteen: Reasons to Rejoice 
 
An introductory view: 

We all want to be a people of great faith.  We want our faith to grow to the point that we can face 
life consistently and never waver in doubts.  We want to trust God completely and at all times.  But 
most of us have not reached that point in our spiritual treks.  We still know what it’s like to be 
afraid and to wrestle with doubts.  Some of us may even question whether or not God is willing to 
save us in the end.  But even if our faith isn’t perfect, that shouldn’t keep us from rejoicing in the 
knowledge that we follow a God who is our strength and our song—even our salvation!  Tonight’s 
text is a beautiful song of praise to God that came on the heels of the most dramatic example of 
salvation that God had ever given His people up to that time.  Consider tonight if we have reasons 
to rejoice. 
    
Looking at life through the Word: 

� Let’s read Exodus 15:1-19 together.    

� What are some of the different ways that Moses describes God in this song? 

� How does God fulfill those roles in your life?  For example, in your life, how is God exalted, how 
is He your strength and song, how is He a warrior, how does He display lovingkindness, etc.   

� Which of those attributes of God do you reflect in your own life and service?  

� What reasons do we as Christians have to rejoice? 

� What have been the most exciting times in your life?   

� On what occasions have you felt the most like rejoicing?        

� When you rejoice, how do you rejoice?  Is it always in private?  Do you invite others to rejoice 
with you? 

� Why is it important for people in the community of faith to rejoice together over spiritual 
blessings and victories? 

� As people of faith in the Searcy area, what battles with evil should we be fighting?   

� What is happening in our lives or in our communities that we as God’s emissaries need to 
address?  

� Notice that God delivered Israel for a reason larger than Israel’s own well-being.  God expected 
Israel’s neighbors to learn a lesson.  God always wanted Israel to use their blessings as tools to 
share their knowledge of God with the pagans around them.  Specifically, how does God expect 
you and me to respond to the salvation He has given us? 

� If someone says that God expects us to be obedient, then we still need to be more specific by 
detailing ways that we as individuals can be part of God’s mission in this world. 

 
Seeing your way to greater faith: 

The story of the Exodus has taken us on a roller-coaster ride of faith.  We’ve seen a huge range of 
emotions and experiences in the lives of the Israelites, and most of us can identify with them.  Now 
that this study is drawing to a close, we have to keep asking ourselves if we will take the perceived 
risks necessary to receive the blessings that God has promised us.  We need to identify the risks 
involved, and we need to decide if we’re willing to trust God with our whole lives.  Jesus said that 
we are foolish if we try to be His disciple without counting the cost.  He also said that no half-
hearted disciple is worthy of the kingdom of heaven.  We certainly have a role to play, and it is an 
active role.  But let’s rejoice daily in the certainty that we do not stand alone.  God is our salvation! 


