
Whose Side Are You On? 

 

It is time to choose a side.  Too much is at stake to sit back and do nothing.  As Christians living in a 

free society, we have the privilege--some would call it a duty--to act on our faith and make a difference 

in the world around us.  How should that look during an election year?  Should the buttons we wear be 

red, or should they be blue?  Should the jokes we tell hinge on donkeys or on elephants?  And how do 

we deal with people on the other side of the aisle?   

 

Typically, we choose a side based on the issue that matters most to us.  So, what is your primary 

concern?  Is it the right to life, the moral decay of our society, the increasing cost of fuel and groceries, 

the oppression of the poor, the war, or the economic viability of Social Security?  God cares about all 

these issues and more.  At least, he cares about the people impacted by such issues.  Would that make 

God a Democrat or a Republican?   

 

I hear fellow Christians talking about this quite a lot, but most of us misalign our priorities.  Regardless 

of our political persuasions, we are all Christians, and our loyalty to one another as children of God must 

always remain stronger than any party allegiance.  In 1 Corinthians 1-4, Paul dealt with Corinthian 

Christians who were divided by their loyalties, and he chastised them for their misguided divisions.  The 

cardinal allegiance of every Christian is to our God and then to his church.  We seem to forget this 

fundamental truth.  We also seem to forget that human governments cannot solve the problems that 

should concern us most. 

 

God never wanted his people to rely on human governments to initiate righteousness; he gave this 

responsibility to the church.  When the Israelites demanded a king, God said that their desire reflected a 

rejection of him as their sovereign (1 Sam. 8:7; 10:18-19).  Later in Israel’s history, when their own 

governments and armies failed them, the people of Israel looked to foreign nations such as Egypt to 

take care of them.  You may recall God’s words spoken through Jeremiah the prophet in Jeremiah 42 

when he commanded the people not to place their faith in Egypt.  No government, whether it is liberal, 

conservative, Republican, or Democrat, can take the place of the Lord God.   

 

Well-meaning people have tried time and again to create god-fearing societies based on religious 

governments, but every attempt has failed.  Even theocracies have not succeeded in the goal of making 

people righteous, because laws and those who make them cannot change a person’s heart.  If having 

the right laws and the right leaders in place would solve our problems, then why did the people of Israel 

not display more righteousness and holy living during the days of Moses and Joshua?  When was there 

a better law or holier leaders? 

 

So, before you choose a side, just remember that a Christian’s primary citizenship is in God’s kingdom.  

Even if we could rewrite our Constitution and all our laws to reflect the perfect will of God, our society 

would not be effectively changed.  Real, effective change happens from the inside out.  Unless we help 

people change their hearts, it will not matter what laws are on the books or who represents us in 

Washington.  God, not government, is our savior.  We must put our faith in God, stop attacking one 

another, and increase our efforts as brothers and sisters to campaign for his lordship in the lives of 

those living around us.  May God bless America, but even more importantly, may God bless all of us 

who are on his side. 
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