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This is the beginning of a study that we plan to undertake for seven weeks on various women of the Bible.  The 

goal is to help us have a broader view of how biblical women helped to further the mission of God.  

Unfortunately, we often focus our discussion about women only in light of what happens when we assemble to 

worship.  This can give the sense that women aren’t as important or influential as men in God’s Church.  Of 

course, that is not true.  I pray that God will continue to help us grow and mature as we study together.  ~Patrick 

 

Let’s begin tonight by sharing some of our experiences, and then we’ll discus a passage in Scripture that 

shows how women are much more than footnotes in the spread of the gospel. 

 

Q1. Let’s let everyone in the group share the name of a woman who has had an important and personal 

impact on our lives.  Please take a moment to tell what that impact was/is. 

Q2. What should we do to show our appreciation for these women?   

 

It is important not to take time for granted.  We should take time to tell people how they’ve blessed our 

lives.  Let that be a project we undertake this week.  It is important!  The Apostle Paul did it.  Let’s read 

Romans 16:1-16 together.  

Q3. What is Paul doing here? 

Q4. He doesn’t have an extended greeting like this in any of his other letters, so why would he do it 

here?  What might motivate someone who is committed to ministry to do something like this? 

 

To show appreciation or affection, to encourage the church, these are all good reasons for this list.  But 

it’s more than a teacher greeting his students.  Paul—an Apostle—is acknowledging that these men and 

women were vitally important in God’s kingdom.  Their value was not equated with their roles in the 

kingdom of God; rather, their value was connected to their willingness to serve God at all cost.   

Q5. Who are the women in this list whose names you recognize?   

Q6. What do you know about them?  In what ways were they important to God’s mission? 

 

Consider all the women here who are practically unheard of outside Romans 16.  Junia (v.7), Tryphaena, 

Tryphosa, and Persis (v. 12), the mother of Rufus (v. 13), Julia and the sister of Nereus (v. 15).  

Q7. What did they do, according to Paul, that was meaningful? 

Q8. What lessons might we draw from Paul’s inclusion of these important, yet unknown, women? 

Q9. What can we do, as a church, to help our girls and young women understand their importance in 

God’s kingdom?  (Whatever ideas we come up with, let’s be sure that we apply them!) 

Q10. While women in the church sometimes are underappreciated and even neglected at times, they 

aren’t alone.  What other demographics or groups do we accidentally ignore or undervalue? 

 

Let’s redouble our efforts to show our sisters and brothers in Christ how much we love and appreciate 

them.  God has a place and a mission for everyone!  

 

In the coming weeks, Lord willing, we will try to learn from the lives of Eve, Deborah, Naomi, Mary, Lydia, 

and Priscilla.  (This list and order may change!) 

 

Please email (office@wschurch.net) or call in (268-2951) your attendance tonight (leave a message). Thanks! 


