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Living Faith 
Lesson One: God’s Concern September 9, 2009 

 
Suggested format/flow: Fellowship and snacks 

Everyone introduce yourselves  

Discuss group goals and format 

Write up the evangelism list 

Pray for the group and the evangelism list 

Sing a song 

Begin the study 

 

A major reason for having small groups is to encourage one another in ways that will propel daily 

ministry in each of our lives.  As we’ve said before, these groups are more than just study groups—they 

are ministry groups.  That means that these groups should be praying and planning and doing things 

together to reach their goals.  To help us maintain this focus on living out our faith, this three-week study 

will discuss some of the same topics that Mike has been preaching about on Sunday mornings.  This 

series is based on the theme of “pure and undefiled religion” as found in James 1:27.  We’re calling it 

“Living Faith.”  Read James 1:27. 
 

Q1. James says that this is holy (pure and undefiled) religion in the sight of God.  What would make 

James focus on (1) caring for orphans, (2) caring for widows, and (3) keeping oneself unstained by 

the world?  What evidence do we have that proves these things are important to God? 
 

Let’s look at a great example of God’s concern for living faith.  Read Psalm 146, and pay special attention 

to verses 5-10 as they relate to our discussion tonight. 

Q2. What do you think about this psalmist’s description of God?   

Q3. If you were going to describe the things that God is concerned about, how would your description 

deviate from this psalm? 

Q4. How does God do the things listed in this psalm?  What practical steps does God take (or has God 

taken in the past) that convinces the psalmist that God actually does these things? 

Q5. Does the New Testament support this psalmist’s view and description of God?  How? 

Q6. How do we know that Jesus shared God’s concerns as described in Ps 146 or James 1? 

Q7. Have any of us ever been cared for by God in the ways we’ve been discussing?  If so, what was the 

situation and how was God helpful? 

Q8. If this group was your church—if you didn’t belong to a 700 member congregation—what kinds of 

things would you do to practice the holy religion mentioned by James? 

Q9. Chances are good that your life is fairly full and busy already.  So, how would your life have to 

change to put some of these ideas into practice? 
 

One goal of these groups is to be involved in ministering to one another and to those in society around 

us.  In light of this discussion of things that concern God, let’s start a brainstorming list of similar needs 

we’re aware of so we can start to plan ways to meet these needs. 
 

Let’s end with time for group prayer as described in the facilitator’s guide.  If you do this each week, it will 

likely become the most powerful time you spend in group life.  If you don’t believe me, try it! 

 

Please be sure to keep a record of your attendance each week and email it to office@wschurch.net. 


