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Living Faith 
Lesson Two: The Church’s Concern September 16, 2009 

 
Suggested format/flow: Fellowship and snacks 

Review your group’s evangelism list 

Pray for tonight’s time together and those on the evangelism list 

Sing a song 

Begin the study 

(save time for group prayer at the end) 
 

Q1. How is today’s society different than how you remember it when you were growing up? 

Q2. How do you think society will be different in the next 10-20 years?  What sorts of new challenges 

will our children and grandchildren face? 
 

When we think about the changes and challenges that occur from generation to generation, we find that 

details change but there are similarities below the surface.  Basic sins like greed, lust, pride, dishonesty, 

and idolatry remain the root causes of most of our social problems—regardless of our generation.  As we 

fight against such sins, we cannot help but take notice of sin’s impact on the world.   

Scripture makes clear that God cares about people who are victims of oppressive sin.  When we think 

about living faith and what it looks like in application, we’ve got to think about the needs around us.  

Let’s read this series’ foundation text again, and then we’ll have some more discussion.  Read James 1:27. 
 

Q3. James specifically mentions three areas that the church of his day needed to be aware of and attend 

to.  To what extent are these three areas still in need of the church’s concern today? 

Q4. What did widows and orphans have in common in the first century world?  

a. They often lacked power and the ability to “pull themselves up by their bootstraps.” 

Q5. How do you think it feels to have no resources, no opportunities, and seemingly no hope for 

improvement?   

Q6. Does God care about the emotional and psychological impacts of living in constant need?  Why do 

you believe that? 

Q7. What groups in our churches and/or society-at-large face oppression and lack of opportunity? 

Q8. What should the church do for these groups of people?  Why? 
 

One way the church was a little different in the first century than it is today in Searcy is that the first 

century churches seemed to have been less affluent (rich) than we are.  

Q9. Since our churches tend to be fairly well-off, how should the church prioritize its use of money?  In 

what areas should congregations spend the money that is contributed?  

Q10. Other than spending money, how can our congregation share and act on the concerns of God as 

illustrated in Psalm 146 (we read this last week, but you may want to read it again here)? 

Q11. Regarding our ability to address social needs and practice holy religion (James 1:27), what is our 

congregation doing well, and where do we need to improve? 
 

Let’s work more on our brainstorming list of needs we’re aware of so we can start to plan ways to meet 

these needs.  This can evolve into our upcoming service projects. 
 

Let’s end with time for group prayer as described in the facilitator’s guide.  If you do this each week, it will 

likely become the most powerful time you spend in group life.  If you don’t believe me, try it! 
 

Please be sure to keep a record of your attendance each week and email it to office@wschurch.net. 


