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Living Faith 
Lesson Three: A Christian’s Concern September 23, 2009 

 
Suggested format/flow: Fellowship and snacks 

Review your group’s evangelism list 

Pray for tonight’s time together and those on the evangelism list 

Sing a song 

Begin the study 

(save time for group prayer at the end) 
 

Q1. What size churches have you attended over the years? 

Q2. What are some of the differences between being a member of a big church and a small church? 

Q3. As members of a big congregation, how do we keep from falling through the cracks and not putting 

our gifts to work? 
 

God made us for ministry (Eph 2:10)!  This final lesson of this series should help us think about how each 

one of us can live the kind of “pure and undefiled” religion that James talks about in James 1:27.  We’ve 

talked about some things that are of concern to God, and we’ve talked about things the church can do as 

a whole to address those same concerns.  But it is also essential that we consider how these ideas impact 

us as Christian individuals. 

While Jesus was summarizing the ethical teachings of the “Law and the Prophets” in his Sermon on the 

Mount, he gave what has been called the Golden Rule.  Let’s read Matthew 7:12. 
 

Q4. If you were an orphan, how would you want to be treated? 

Q5. Beyond generalities, what would you hope an ambassador of Christ would do for you? 

Q6. If you were a widow, how would you want to be treated by Christ’s ambassadors? 

Q7. If you were a stranger (illegal alien?) in our country, how would you want a Christian to treat you? 

Q8. Is it really enough to simply be nice to people who have serious needs?  Is that all that Jesus means 

in Matthew 7:12?  Support your view. 
 

Let’s read James 1:27 again, and then let’s go on to read 2:14-17.  It is easier to say a kind word and mind 

our own business, but that isn’t God’s way.  God gets involved and puts Himself at risk. 

Q9. What might we have to risk in order to help widows, orphans, and those otherwise oppressed? 

Q10. What are we called to risk that God hasn’t given us or that God cannot replace? 

Q11. How can we find the faith to be risk-takers for God?  How can we as a group encourage each other 

and help one another be more accountable toward our goal of spiritual transformation? 

Q12. How might our daily lives look different this week if we decide to really live the kind of religion 

taught by Jesus and James?   
 

Sometimes it helps to work together before we have confidence to do things on our own.  So, let’s plan a 

group service project that we can do in the next week or two that would apply the things we’ve learned.  

Q13. What should we do and when should we do it?  
  

 

Let’s end with time for group prayer.  If you do this each week, it will likely become the most powerful 

time you spend in group life.  As you build intimacy as a group, this time will get better and better! 
 
 

Please be sure to keep a record of your attendance each week and email it to office@wschurch.net. 


