
Living like Christ 

Lesson 10: Searching for the Lost 

 

Luke 15 

1. Okay, memory verse time!  Who can recite Luke 15:10? 

2. Luke 15 is well-known for three parables all related to finding something that was lost.  

We’ll look at these this morning, but I also want to spend some time talking about how we 

apply these lessons. 

3. Now, the first three verses of Luke 15 are very important, because they give us background 

which explains why Jesus told the following three parables.  Let’s read Luke 15:1-3. 

a. What was wrong with Jesus’ associations? 

b. Why would the religious leaders complain about what Jesus was doing?  Was there 

anything in the Law of Moses which prohibited this? 

c. How would we contemporize what Jesus was doing?  What would be equivalent to 

Jesus’ actions today? 

d. Is there anything in Scripture which would cause us to react like the Pharisees? 

e. Okay, so why don’t we live the same way Jesus lived? 

i. Whatever is in the way, let’s crucify it.  Let’s cut it off.  Let’s let go of these 

things. 

4. Let’s see how Jesus’ concerns are explained or illustrated by these three parables.  First, 

let’s read Luke 15:3-7. 

a. Now, much of this story—and the two that follow—is about the attitude of the self-

righteous Pharisees.  The true friends of God rejoice when God finds and retrieves 

the lost. 

b. The other idea we’re focusing on today is that God does indeed search for those 

who are missing.  Every single one of us, and every one of “them” is important to 

God. 

5. Now, let’s look at Luke 15:8-10.  

a. Another lesson of importance in all these parables leads to the question, “What is 

important to you?  What do you love so much that you search and search for it if it 

goes missing?” 

b. Again, there are at least four commonalities here: 

i. Something of value is lost 

ii. The owner searches desperately until it is found 

iii. The owner rejoices and calls friends and neighbors to rejoice with her 

iv. The angels in heaven also rejoice when the lost are found  

6. Finally, let’s read Luke 15:11-32. 

a. This story introduces a new concern: the unworthiness of the one who gets lost. 

b. Note that verses 25-32 describe the Pharisees scribes being taught by Jesus (vv 1-3)! 

c. What arguments does the older brother give for his refusal to join the celebration? 



i. You, father, are being unjust.  I have been more righteous than my brother, 

but he receives the celebration instead of me. 

ii. Your son lost your money through sinful living.  He isn’t worthy of this 

treatment.  

7. What are the big, foundational lessons to learn from these parables? 

a. Who is important to Jesus? 

b. What are these people worth in Jesus’ estimation? 

c. How far should we go for these people? 

d. How important is one person’s repentance? 

e. What does this teach us about God? 

8. How would our lives look if we were thinking and living like these Pharisees? 

9. How would our lives look if we were imitating Christ and living like Him? 

10. How can we learn to love people who don’t deserve it?  

 

 

For next week, our memory verse is Luke 16:13. 


