
Living like Christ 

Lesson 6: Healing Where It Hurts 

 

Luke 7-8 
 

1. Okay, I need a volunteer to say today’s memory verse.  I’ve even got a prize to award for it! 

2. Let’s remember that a key goal of this class is to find ways to grow more into the image of Christ.  

We are trying to grow as we learn more ways to live like Jesus. 

3. If you’ve been at West Side in recent weeks, you know there has been an emphasis on ministries 

to the poor and oppressed.  Today’s lesson travels a similar road, but this isn’t because I planned it 

this way.  Some might attribute this to chance, others would attribute it to God.  But to those who 

are tired of hearing about this topic, hopefully we can deal with it in a way this morning that isn’t 

completely redundant.  

4. Our primary texts this morning are Luke 7 and 8. 

5. Before we get to our texts, however, let me ask you some questions. 

6. What is it that attracts people to Jesus?  Specifically, what drew you to Jesus? 

7. As we plan ways to reach out to the world around us in ministry, is it valid for us to consider a 

needs-based approach?   

8. What are the pros and cons of beginning with people’s “felt needs?” 

9. How do we determine people’s needs?   

10. How do we avoid extremism toward ministry that is “flesh” only or  ministry that is “spirit” only? 

11. Okay, now let’s look at a few episodes as recorded in Luke 7 and 8, and see what we can learn 

from Jesus’ approach. 

a. 7:1-10; Jesus heals the centurion’s servant 

b. 7:11-17; Jesus raises the widow of Nain’s dead son 

c. 7:18-23; Jesus confirms His identity as the Messiah by pointing to the things he was doing 

i. Notice that the preaching of the gospel is attached, just as it was in Luke 4! 

d. 7:36-50; Jesus forgives the anointing woman’s sins 

e. 8:1-3; Jesus goes city to city proclaiming the kingdom of God 

f. 8:26-39; Jesus heals the demon-possessed man  

g. 8:40-56; Jesus heals the hemorrhaging woman and raises Jairus’s dead daughter 

12. What kind(s) of people did Jesus serve? 

13. What problems did Jesus overcome through these healings?  What was achieved for those who 

were suffering? 

14. Is this kind of reconciliation important?  How so?  Why?  

15. Why should we use our time and resources on these kinds of issues? 

16. What potential problems can arise from ministering to “felt” needs?  How do we prepare for or 

address these problems? 

17. What is the overarching goal of this type of compassionate ministry? 

18. What did Jesus gain from this kind of ministry? 

19. Where can we point our compassion this week?  Can we find one way each day to show 

compassion to someone in a new way? 
 

For next week, our memory verse is Luke 9:23-25. 


