
Living like Christ 

Lesson 9: Prioritizing for the Judgment 

 

Luke 12 
 

1. We’ve talked a lot the last couple of months about ministering to people like Jesus did.  To a large 

extent, we’ve focused on areas that, historically, haven’t received as much emphasis as they 

should have in our congregations.  But, we don’t want to ride the pendulum. 

2. As much as Jesus cared about the livelihood of people and as much as he worked to heal the sick 

and alleviate burdens of all sorts, Jesus never failed to emphasize the importance of seeing the big 

picture.  Part of understanding the big picture of our existence is remembering that we will 

continue to exist after our bodies die.  A day of judgment and the end of this world is coming. 

3. In Luke 12, it seems to me that a common thread in Jesus’ teachings is that we must be aware of 

at least three things: (1) a judgment is coming, (2) it will affect all of us, and (3) how we live now 

impacts how we will be judged.   

4. Here are two questions to consider as we work through some passages today: 

a. How did Jesus’ knowledge of the judgment impact how he lived? 

b. How should we live, considering what Jesus teaches here? 

5. Let’s read Luke 12:1-7.  What are the key lessons here?  

a. Everything will come to light 

b. Don’t fear people; fear the judgment of God.  There is more to life than this one.   

c. How do these teaching challenge or validate our priorities? 

6. Let’s read Luke 12:13-34.  How would you summarize the teachings in this long section?   

a. Greed will skew your focus.   

b. There is no such thing as eternal self-sufficiency. 

c. All the pleasures of this life have an expiration date. 

d. God will provide, which makes worrying a waste. 

e. Seek God’s kingdom first, and God will provide all your needs so you can live without fear. 

f. Share your excess with those who have needs if your heart is focused on heaven. 

g. The more we have, the more we struggle with these things.  Why is that?  

7. Let’s read Luke 12:35-48.  If you think back through scripture, you’ll remember that attentiveness, 

remembrance, and preparedness have always been emphasized by God.  Why? 

8. What are the themes of this section (12:35-48)? 

a. Be ready and stay focused on what our role is. 

i. What is our role?  [servants of the Master]  

b. Losing focus leads us into all sorts of sin, and God will punish us severely for it. 

9. So, how would you summarize the big picture concepts we learned today? 

a. How did Jesus’ knowledge of the judgment impact how he lived? 

b. How should we live, considering what Jesus teaches here? 

c. If the problems in these texts are problems in our lives, then we aren’t prepared yet.  If 

any of us need help with these or other sins, then we should get it.  There are plenty of 

people here who can and will help you with your troubles.  Just ask. 

 

 

 

 

 

For next week, our memory verse is Luke 15:10. 


