
Why Jesus Came… 
 

Lesson 1: To Fulfill the Law and the Prophets December 2, 2009 

 

As Christmastime nears, even the non-Christian world begins to be confronted with images, 

talk, and music about Jesus.  This can open doors for the gospel.  Hopefully we are beginning 

to draw some unchurched friends into our small groups so that we can help them learn more 

about Jesus and the kingdom of God.  I hope this four-week series gives us the chance to 

embrace a broader view of Jesus and his mission.  May we always bring God glory! 
 

Q1. Why did Jesus come and live as a man on earth?  Think of as many reasons as you can. 
 

One of Jesus’ reasons for coming was to fulfill the Law and the Prophets, according to 

Matthew 5:17.  

Q2. In what ways did Jesus fulfill the Law and the Prophets?  Let’s be specific. 

Q3. What was the purpose of the Law and the Prophets (the Old Testament)? 

Q4. How does the life and example of Jesus Christ help us understand God and His mission 

in ways that the Old Testament didn’t fully reveal? 
  

We sometimes have referred to ourselves as “New Testament Christians.”  Others have argued 

that we have nearly excluded the teachings of the Old Testament from our beliefs and 

practices.   

Q5. Should we focus strictly on the New Testament, or should we give equal concern to the 

teachings of God in the Old Testament?  Why? 

Q6. How does the Old Testament help us come to know God better? 

Q7. What kinds of things about God and his mission might we not understand if we only 

had the New Testament? 
 

One great thing the Old Testament provides for us is a sense of God’s long-term faithfulness.  

It shows us God’s unwavering character and his consistent plea with generation after 

generation to be a holy people devoted to him.  The purpose of the Law was to help people 

live up to God’s holy standards in ways that promoted righteousness in peoples’ relationships 

with God and with one another.  Notice how Jesus summed up the teaching of the Law and 

the Prophets in Matthew 7:12 and 22:35-40.  Let’s read these verses. 

Q8. In what ways did Jesus practice what he preached here? 

Q9. How far was Jesus willing to go?  [consider that in some ways, dying for someone is 

easier than living for someone, and Jesus did both]  
 

Let’s each share an aspect of our life where we aren’t showing God or others the type of 

commitment and sacrifice that Jesus modeled. 

Q10.  How can we begin to do better? 
 

Let’s use our prayer time tonight to pray about these things. 

 

Please call (268-2951) or email (office@wschurch.net) your attendance in to the office tonight. 


