
Why Jesus Came… 
 

Lesson 3: To Bring Division and Judgment December 16, 2009 

 
Q1. In Scripture (Isaiah 9:6) and even in some of our Christmas carols, Jesus is called the 

Prince of Peace.  What does that title mean to you? 
 

We may think of passages like the one in Isaiah 2:4 which picture a coming day when swords 

will be beaten into plowshares.  We should note, however, that the peace of God comes at a 

price, because too many people resist God’s reign.  The peace of God that Jesus brings refers 

to more than simply a lack of war.  It does include the end of hostilities, but our word “peace” 

translates the Hebrew word shalom, which is a word of many nuances.  In essence, the peace 

or shalom of God refers to a state in which the holy rule of God mends all that is broken and 

establishes harmony, righteousness, and peace among all God’s creation.  The Prince of Peace 

is the one who ushers in the reign of God and makes everything right and complete. 
 

Q2. Why is it so hard for the church to convince the world to pursue the peaceful reign of 

God?  

Q3. What will have to happen before the reign of God comes in its fullness? 
 

Jesus taught that conflict and judgment would come before God’s reign of peace could 

begin.  Read the following passages, and we’ll discuss them together:  

Luke 12:49-53; Matt 10:34-39 
 

Q4. What sort of division is Jesus talking about here?   

Q5. Have any of us ever experienced this kind of division among family and friends?  How 

has it impacted you?  How did it challenge your faith and devotion to God? 

Q6. Does Jesus really want people to be divided and face judgment?  Explain.  

Q7. Why would a God who loves us be willing to punish us? 

Q8. How do we understand the concept that Jesus desires peace and unity while at the 

same time we realize that His message brings judgment and division? 
 

It may be helpful to realize that peace and unity are goals within the mission of God.  When 

God finally overthrows everything that stands against Him, then His peace and unity will be 

fully known.  Judgment and division are consequences of human rebellion and stubbornness.  
 

Q9. We can’t please God and the whole world, so we will know judgment and division in our 

lives.  How do we handle it if our friends or family turn against us because of Christ? 

a. John 16:33 may provide us with some comfort 

Q10. As disciples of Jesus, should we see ourselves as agents of division or agents of peace?  

Explain your answer, and tell how this impacts that way we interact with people. 

Q11. What can we do this week to help people avoid the judgment that Jesus brings? 

 

Let’s spend our remaining time in prayer together.  May we know and spread God’s peace. 

 

Please call (268-2951) or email (office@wschurch.net) your attendance in to the office tonight. 


