
Why Jesus Came… 
 

Lesson 4: To Seek and Save the Lost December 23, 2009 

 
Tomorrow is Christmas Eve.  It doesn’t matter that we don’t really know the date of Jesus’ 

birth.  What is important is that Jesus came and lived without sin, he died for us, and God 

raised him from the dead.  Tonight, we’ll close out this short series by discussing the 

importance of Jesus coming to seek and save the lost.  
 

Q1. Would it have been possible for us to be saved if Jesus had not come to earth?  Why or 

why not? 

 

We all need Jesus—we can’t be saved without him.  But we recognize that allowing this 

knowledge to change our hearts and our practices towards “the lost” can be a challenge.  

Let’s read Luke 19:1-10 together. 

Q2. Why did the people have a problem with Jesus going home with Zaccheus? 

Q3. What sorts of people in our community might we have trouble accepting? 

Q4. Should we approach everyone with the gospel on equal terms, or should we be 

discerning about whom we reach out to, how we reach out to them, and when we reach 

out to them?  Explain. 

 

God did have a plan for how he would extend his good news and who he would approach.  

Jesus said that his first priority was to go to Israel rather than the Gentiles (Matt 15:24).  God 

also gives us an example of the kinds of people he seeks and the reason he seeks them in 

Ezekiel 34.  Let’s just read an excerpt of that passage (read Ezek 34:11-16). 
 

God is describing how he himself would act to bring salvation to people since God’s chosen 

representatives (the leaders of Israel) engaged in destructive, self-satisfying leadership. 
 

Q5. In what ways did Jesus’ earthly ministry mirror what God said in Ezek 34? 

Q6. Who is responsible for this kind of ministry today?  How do we know? 

 

Let’s go back to Luke 19 and read verses 10-27. 

Q7. How is this parable related to Jesus’ statement in verse 10 about his mission? 

Q8. What lessons does this parable teach us about our role in seeking and saving the lost? 

Q9. What opportunities do we have during these holidays to influence others for Christ? 

Q10. Who is one person that we should seek out?  How can we be of help to him/her? 
 

As many of us prepare to enjoy the giving and receiving of gifts with family and friends, let’s 

not forget that the greatest gift God ever gave the world has in turn given the world a 

mission.  The blessings that we receive are all from God, and he gives to us so that we will 

give to others in God’s name.  Let’s never forget the reasons Jesus came to earth, and let’s 

dedicate ourselves to sharing the good news of Jesus resurrection with the whole world!   

 

Please call (268-2951) or email (office@wschurch.net) your attendance in to the office tonight. 


