
The Five Laments: Lessons from Lamentations 
Lesson Two  Questioning God’s Justice January 13, 2010 

 

The Hebrew (Jewish) name for the book of Lamentations is “How?”  Last week, we were 

introduced in the first lament to the author’s horrific experience of destruction and loss.  In 

Lamentations 2, the second of the five laments, the author does not mince words when 

describing what God has done to Jerusalem and His people.  The author (probably 

Jeremiah) seems to be questioning God’s justice as he mourns all that has been lost.  Let’s 

read Lamentations 2, and then we can talk about it together. 

 

Q1. According to the author, who is responsible for all the destruction he witnessed? 

Q2. Let’s take a few minutes and look through this lament for actions the author attributes 

to the Lord.  Which of these actions surprise us?  Why? 

Q3. We often, and rightly so, think of the Lord as merciful, compassionate, and abounding 

in steadfast love.  For this lamenter, however, the Lord has been experienced as an 

enemy (vv. 4, 5).  Why did the faithful Lord turn on His people? 

Q4. Notice that there is no confession of guilt in this lament.  The closest thing to a claim of 

personal responsibility comes in v. 14.  In what ways might we fail God like these 

prophets failed? 

Q5. How far off course would we have to go before the Lord would give us up and punish 

us like this? 

Q6. Has the Lord really given up on His people in this case?  Explain. 

Q7. One of the most harrowing aspects of this lament is the description of the innocent 

ones who suffered (vv. 11-12, 19-20).  How do we cope with the suffering of innocent 

ones in our lives? 

Q8. While the author here doesn’t accuse God of wrongdoing, he does seem to question 

whether or not the atrocities he’s witnessed are just.  How do you think you would 

respond to God if you were in the author’s position? 

Q9. Have there been times in your life when you felt like God treated you unjustly?  What 

happened, and how did you deal with those feelings? 

Q10. In what ways is it helpful to lament pain and loss like the author of Lamentations is 

doing?  Is okay to say things like this author says to God?  Why or why not? 

Q11. The author hasn’t given up on God.  He wants God to look down and see the results of 

this destruction.  If we believe that God has caused or allowed something terrible to 

happen to us, why would we continue to plead for God’s attention and aid as the 

author advises in vv. 18-19? 

Next week, we’ll see that the author seems to turn a corner in his grief.  He finally 

acknowledges the steadfast love of the Lord and begins to confess the sins of his people.  

He is, however, still in distress, and we’ll discuss his emotional rollercoaster next week. 
 

Please call (268-2951) or email (office@wschurch.net) us your attendance tonight. Thanks! 


